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John A. Bateman 
Managing Diversity | Methods for the Next Round of Multimodal Analyses

As we move beyond the heady early days of the rediscovery of multimodality, it becomes necessary 
to reflect on how to proceed. Despite a long history of exploration of multimodal artefacts and 
performances - including, most relevantly for linguistically-inflected approaches, early text linguistic 
work and related semiotic explorations of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s - there has been less progress 
on achieving methods that can be reliably deployed when confronting new data, new artefacts and 
new types of performances. This leads to considerable reinventions of the wheel, a lack of depth in 
resulting descriptions, and challenges for the reliability and reproducibility of results. In fact, when 
confronted with multimodal objects of investigation, there is still much uncertainty amongst students 
and researchers alike about how to proceed. This uncertainty is now multiplied by the ongoing and 
accelerating processes of media convergence, `re-mediation‘ and other transmedial phenomena. 
In this talk, I characterise our more recent methodological considerations in order to suggest how 
complex multimodal artefacts and performances may be approached more systematically.  The 
methodogical steps described seek particularly to ease the first stages of exploration, focusing on 
ways in which the objects of analysis can themselves be drawn upon to focus and direct subsequent 
investigation, avoiding the blindspots that can be caused by premature applications of particular 
theoretical filters. A range of more challenging multimodal objects of analysis will be drawn upon in 
order to illustrate the proposals being made. ■

Jana Holsanova
Reception of Multimodality | Applying Eye-Tracking Methodology in Multimodal Research
 
The aim of most producers and designers is to create an aesthetically appealing, effective and 
user-friendly multimodal text design that makes it easy for the user to find, process and understand 
information (Holsanova & Nord 2010). However, design is not only a product of the design process, 
an organized arrangement of one or more elements that has been created in order to serve a certain 
purpose. It can also be conceived of as a starting point for interpretation processes since it invites 
the user to a certain interaction (Holsanova 2008, 2010). Thus, multimodality can be studied from 
both a production and a reception perspective. Whereas the production aspect focuses on how 
information in multimodal messages is presented by the sign-maker or designer, the reception 
aspect emphasizes how multimodal messages are perceived by the users (Holsanova 2012). In my 
presentation, I will focus on the reception of multimodality and show how eye-tracking measurements, 
in combination with verbal protocols, interviews, comprehension tests and questionnaires, can be 
used in research on multimodality. I will summarize various application areas associated with the use 

of eye-tracking methodology, account for potentials and limitations of this methodology, and provide 
examples from eye-tracking studies focusing on the integration of various modes. I will argue that 
interdisciplinary framework and integrated methods are preferable when studying reception aspects 
of visual communication and multimodality (Holsanova 2014a, b). ■

Eija Ventola
Biography as an ‘Adaptable’ Genre | Presenting Mozart for Different Purposes 
to Different Audiences Through Different Media 

Biography as a genre is indeed an old one. Its purpose is to reconstruct a person’s life – at times to 
celebrate and glorify it and at times to put it in the appropriate historical and social context. Although 
early biographies were also presented in carved or painted images with no or little writing, biographies 
as we know their development heavily rely on written expression, although today multimedia allow 
also other forms of biographies, e.g. films or mixtures of video clips, images and texts. Although 
the various media realizations are also very interesting as a topic, the focus of this paper is slightly 
different. We find features of biography in many different kinds of discourses we are involved in in 
our daily lives. What makes biography an adaptable genre?
Biographies were first glorificational life stories of rulers or religious personalities, but slowly other 
distinguished personalities also became topics of biographies, among them e.g. scientists1, poets 
and other literary figures. Samuel Boswell’s Life of Samuel Johnson2, published in 1791, is by some 
sources considered the first proper example of a biography of a literary figure. 
It is said that “[B]iography historicizes”. But in this paper, the focus will be on matters other than 
considering historical contextualization. Rather, the main emphasis is on the different uses that 
biographical information and texts are being put in different contexts in the past and today. What 
is of interest is what happens to the genre features of a biography, when a biographical text is 
adapted to suit multiple purposes and when it addresses different audiences through different media 
multimodally. Which features remain? Which change, creating perhaps totally new genres? Or is it 
the case of genre mixing? Are there elements in the biography that are more suitable for visualization 
or other modes rather than for the textual mode? The examples that will be considered here will 
be biographical texts concerning Mozart and the two contexts that will be studied in more detail for 
the adaptations will be the educational and advertising contexts. The paper shows how the genre 
is being shaped to match the contextual demands, but it also shows the kind of new possibilities 
multimodality enables in the adaptions. ■

1 Young, R.Y. (2005) Darwin and the Genre of  Biography, The Human Nature Review <http://
www.human-nature.com/rmyoung/papers/paper48h.html> [6 Jan. 2016].

1312



2  N.N. (2012) Biography: The Development of Biography as a Literary Form, The Columbia 
Electronic Encyclopedia <http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/entertainment/biography-
the-development-biography-as-a-literary-form.html> [6 Jan. 2016].
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In Memoriam | Geoff Thompson
The Geoff Thompson SFL Round Table

This Round Table provides a tribute to Geoff Thompson's scholarly work in Systemic Functional 
Linguistics. 

The presenters provide a summary of Geoff’s work and what he would suggest needed further        
development in the specified area of research, to be followed by an open discussion.

       Lise Fontaine
       Geoff Thompson on Pattern and Grammar

       Gail Forey
       Geoff Thompson on Unfolding of Text
 
       Michael O‘Donnell
       Geoff Thompson on Positioning the Reader
 
       Donna R. Miller
       Geoff Thompson on Text and Context

The Round Table will be followed by a wine and cheese reception 
sponsored by The European Systemic Functional Linguistics Association (ESFLA) 

and Equinox Publishing.

All are welcome to attend!

Lise Fontaine | Elissa Asp | Erich Steiner | Stella Neumann | Paula Niemietz | David Schönthal
Empirical Evidences and Theoretical Assumptions in SFL

SFL Theory | empirical evidence | language processing | theoretical modelling | 
keystroke logging | translation | subject and theme

SFL has a rich history of contributing descriptions of discourse and linguistic phenomena that are 
grounded in the interpretive lenses provided by its theoretical perspectives. However, there has been 
limited engagement with evidences deriving from other models or other research paradigms that 
might support or challenge SFL theoretical positions. The development of technologies that allow fine 
grained observation are making novel evidences available that can be brought to bear on questions 
in linguistic theory. This colloquium has the aim of providing a dedicated forum for discussion of 
theoretical claims and the evidences for them inside the overall framework of a colloquium. The 
contributions included in this 120 minute themed colloquium address theoretical questions arising 
from within in SFL, questions which are raised by differences between SFL and other models and 
the challenges posed to SFL theory and application from empirical evidences. There are five papers 
being presented: the first questions the nature of the gaps between theorizing and empirical data and 
whether these gaps can be closed; the second uses data from magnetoencephalography (MEG) to 
examine two examples of the types of gap discussed in the first paper and offers some suggestion 
for what work needs to be done to close the gaps; the third challenges the validity of the linguist’s 
interpretation of grammatical constructions and discusses the implications of this for SFL theory; the 
fourth uses translation data from keystroke logging to identify significant local grammatical selections 
and to contribute to theorizing of logogenesis; the fifth uses evidence from online digital language 
production to offer a perspective on the nature of Subject and Theme in Welsh as compared to 
English. The colloquium will close with a discussion of the issues raised in the set of papers by the 
panel of presenters and those who attend the talks. ■

Erich Steiner
Gaps Between Theorizing and Data – Can They be Closed?
In an earlier paper (Steiner 2012), I discussed three attempts to narrow the significant gap between 
the high level of abstraction of linguistic models, such as SFL (cf. Halliday and Matthiessen 2014), 
and data provided through shallow analysis and annotation of electronic corpora (cf. Hansen-Schirra, 
Neumann and Steiner 2012, Kunz et al. in press, Alves et al. 2010). In these 3 attempts, SFL was 
used interpreting theory-neutral data, not as annotations in the data directly. Direct SFL-annotations 
would have been a) too costly, b) too inconsistent between annotators, and c) would have made the 
data too theory-dependent.
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In order to close the gap between theorizing and data, we have to develop improved strategies 
of formulating empirically-testable hypotheses, rather than general assumptions illustrated by 
examples.  I shall give 2 examples of attempts to approach this goal (Kunz et al. 2016., Laphinova-
Koltunski et al. 2016).
Taboada et al. 2011 and Degaetano-Ortlieb et al 2014 have in a range of studies using data-mining 
techniques attempted to use ideas from SFL as an underlying linguistic model to some extent. The 
latter use 3 levels of analysis (shallow features, a limited set of features from register theory, and 
finally a combination of these). The combination shows better results for at least situations in which 
linguistic differences of registers are more marked.  Direct SFL-annotations in data are possible, at 
least for well-operationalized register features. There is a question of how SFL-specific (some of) 
these features really are.
Particular challenges for SFL as an underlying model result from the fact that SFL annotations 
constitute highly interpreted data. They are difficult in terms of inter-coder consistency and expensive 
to create in sufficient quality. This creates problems for outside evaluation and repeatability of studies, 
one important way of enhancing quality of empirical research. ■
Alves, F.; Pagano, A.; Neumann, S.; Steiner, E.  and Hansen-Schirra, S. (2010) Translation Units 

and Grammatical Shifts: Towards an Integration of Product- and Process-Based Translation 
Research, in: Shreve, G. M. & Angelone, E.  (eds.) Translation and Cognition. Amsterdam: 
John Benjamins,109-142.

DegAetAno-ortlieb, S.; Fankhauser, P.; Kermes, H.; Lapshinova-Koltunski, E.; Ordan, N. and 
Teich, E. (2014) Data Mining With Shallow vs. Linguistic Features to Study Diversification 
of Scientific Registers, in: Proceedings of the 9th Edition of the Language Resources and 
Evaluation Conference (LREC 2014). Reykjavik.

De sutter, G.; Delaere, I. and Lefer, M.-A. (in press) Empirical Translation Studies. New 
Theoretical and Methodological Traditions, in: Trends in Linguistics Studies and Monographs. 
Berlin and New York: Mouton de Gruyter.

HAlliDAY, M.A.K. and Matthiessen, C.M.I.M. (2014) An Introduction to Functional Grammar. 
London: Arnold. 

HAnsen-scHirrA, S.; Neumann S. and Steiner E. (2012) Cross-Linguistic Corpora for the Study of 
Translations. Insights from the Language Pair English – German, series: Text, Translation, 
Computational Processing. Berlin and New York: Mouton de Gruyter.

Kunz, K.; Degaetano-Ortlieb, S.; Lapshinova-Koltunski E.; Menzel K. and Steiner E. (in press) 
English-German Contrasts in Cohesion and Implications for Translation, in: De Sutter et al.

Kunz, K.; Lapshinova-Koltunski, E. and Martinez-Martinez, J.M. (2016) Beyond Identity 
Coreference: Contrasting Indicators of Textual Coherence in English and German, in: 
Proceedings of CORBON at NAACL-HLT2016. San Diego, 16 June.

lApsHinovA-KoltunsKi, E.; Martinez Martinez, J.; Kunz, K.; Steiner, E.  and Menzel, K. (2016)  
Lexical Cohesion: Dimensions and Linguistic Properties of Chains in English and German,  
in: ICAME-37. Hong Kong.

steiner, E. (2012) Methodological Cross-Fertilization: Empirical Methodologies in (Computational) 
Linguistics and Translation Studies, Translation: Computation, Corpora, Cognition, special 
issue: At the Crossroads Between Contrastive Linguistics, Translation Studies and Machine 
Translation. TC3 website (http://www.t-c3.org) 2 (1), 3-21.

tAboADA, M.; Brooke, J.; Tofiloski, M.; Voll, K. and Stede, M. (2011) Lexicon-Based Methods for 
Sentiment Analysis, Computational Linguistics 37 (2), 267-307.

Elissa Asp 
Minding the Gaps... Reflections on Choice, Strata, and Realisation in MEG Studies 
of Picture Naming and Scene Description  
This paper discusses results from two studies using magnetoencephalography (MEG) to investigate 
neural activation patterns in scene description and picture naming tasks. We show the ways 
descriptive studies using novel methods open up at least two sorts of ‚gap‘. One is between what our 
theoretical models of language lead us to expect of linguistic processing and empirical evidence as 
to what (neural) processing may be like. The second is the ‚gap‘ between empirically derived results 
and ‚safe‘ inferences from those results to back to theory. Both kinds of ‚gap‘ invite further, more 
explicitly theoretically grounded empirical inquiry. The scene description task supports conventionally 
‚stratified‘ and ‚realisational‘ views of speech production insofar as we identified networks that 
plausibly evidence early lexical-semantic selection processing followed by later phonological/phonetic 
processing. However, there was evidence also of simultaneous activations (parallel processing) of 
areas linked to semantics and phonology/phonetics and a final network that aggregated areas from 
phonology, syntax/sentence processing, and semantics. Additionally, there was a network of areas 
only associated with sentence processing. This network was ‚on‘ first but subsequently overlapped 
with a lexical-semantic selection network, suggesting these networks collaborate in processing 
prior to phonological and integrative processing phases. The second MEG study investigated 
picture naming using a whole-brain parcellation and novel statistical analyses to cluster activated 
areas by their temporal profiles. The resulting 21 clusters exhibit some activations consistent with 
picture naming expectations (e.g. Indefrey and Levelt 2004) and also bilateral activity associated 
with memory, visual processing and attention, and clusters that may be plausibly characterised as 
contributing to ‘top down choice‘ and ‘bottom up semantic selection‘ (Asp 2013; Fawcett 2013). Here 
we characterize the interaction of control clusters with semantic clusters. We foreground the gaps 
and outline next steps for closing them. ■
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Asp, E. (2013) Twin Paradoxes of Unconscious Choice and Unintentional Agents: What 
Neurosciences Say About Choice and Agency in Action and Language, in:  Fontaine, L. et al. 
(eds.) Systemic Functional Linguistics: Exploring Choice. Cambridge: CUP, 161-178.

FAwcett, R. (2013) Choice and Choosing in Systemic-Functional Grammar, in:  Fontaine, L. et al. 
(eds.) Systemic Functional Linguistics: Exploring Choice. Cambridge: CUP, 115-134.

FontAine, L.;  Bartlett, T.; O‘Grady, G. (2013) Systemic Functional Linguistics: Exploring Choice. 
Cambridge: CUP.

inDeFreY, P. and Levelt, W. J. (2004) The Spatial and Temporal Signatures of Word Production 
Components, Cognition 92(1), 101-144.

tremblAY, A.; Asp, E.; Johnson, A.; Zarzycka, M.; Bardouille, T.; Newman, A. (2015/under revision) 
What the Networks Tell us About Serial and Parallel Processing: An MEG Study of Language 
Networks and N-gram Frequency Effects in Overt Picture Description. The Mental Lexicon.

tremblAY, A.; Flick, G.; Asp., E. and Newman, A.J. (in preparation) MEG spatio-temporal dynamics 
of simple picture naming.

David Schönthal
Empirical Evidence for Different Experiential Categories of Of-NPs 
in Expert and Non-expert Sorting Strategies
This paper presents empirical research on the existence of different categories of English of-NPs 
(e.g. that idiot of a man, a picture of my mother or three of these). Specifically, it investigates whether 
the researcher’s theoretical and corpus-based description of of-NP categories is supported by 
findings from an online, sorting experiment with both linguistics experts and non-experts.  Of-NPs 
(see Fawcett (2007) or Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) for accounts in SFL), though similar in 
structure, demonstrate a range of different, experiential relationships between the two conceptual 
entities before and after of. For example, that idiot of a man exhibits a subjective description of the 
entity a man, while a picture of my mother identifies a representation of my mother. Alongside these 
two different ways of representing the world, another 30 distinct, experiential of-NP categories were 
identified within a representative BNC corpus sample. Yet, Dąbrowska (2010) states that linguistic 
analyses purely relying on linguists’ interpretation of a phenomenon come with an ‘observer bias’―i.e. 
a linguist’s intuition may differ considerably from that of a non-linguist, making it necessary to test 
whether the results match non-experts’ intuition on and processing of the respective phenomena. 
Thus, as a first step towards such evidence, 174 experts and non-experts participated in an online 
sorting experiment, based on similar experiments by Bencini and Goldberg (2000). Presented with 
32 of-NPs, participants were asked to sort them into eight categories based on shared meaning.  
The experiment’s results confirm the researcher’s categorisation of of-NPs based on their internal, 
experiential meaning. However, most notably, they also show that non-experts’ sorting behaviour 

matches experts’ of-NP categories as far as idiosyncratic expressions are concerned, but deviates 
from the linguists’ approach when dealing with more frequent, core examples of of-NPs. ■
bencini, G.M.L. and Goldberg, A.E. (2000) The Contribution of Argument Structure Constructions 
 to Sentence Meaning, Journal of Memory and Language 43, 640-651.
Dąbrowska, E. (2010) Naive v. Expert Intuitions: An Empirical Study of Acceptability Judgments, 

The Linguistic Review 27, 1-23.
FAwcett, R.P. (2007) Modelling ‘Selection’ between Referents in the English Nominal Group, in: 

Butler, C.S.; Downing, R.H. and Lavid, J. (eds.) Functional Perspectives on Grammar and 
Discourse: In Honour of Angela Downing. Vol. 85. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 165-204.

HAlliDAY, M.A.K. and Matthiessen, C.M.I.M. (2014) Halliday‘s Introduction to Functional Grammar. 
4th ed. London: Routledge.

Stella Neumann | Paula Niemietz
Lexico-Grammatical Modification and its Triggers 
During Keystroke Logged Logogenesis in Translation
This paper investigates which lexico-grammatical features are prone to modification during the 
process of logogenesis, and ask what triggers these changes, using the example of the translation 
process in English and German. Assuming emerging choice(s) is observable as logogenesis unfolds 
(Bowen 2013), we are interested in exploring how translators manage conflicting options in the 
context of the contrastively diverging system of Theme. While English allows multiple Themes with a 
strong tendency for the last element to be the Subject of the Mood system (Halliday and Matthiessen 
2013), German is fairly restricted with respect to multiple Themes and compensates for this by 
accommodating a variety of elements from the Mood system in simple Themes, thus increasing 
the functional load for the expression of textual meanings (Steiner and Teich 2004). Niemietz, 
Freiwald and Neumann (to appear) report product-based differences in Theme structure in a corpus 
of translations in the language pair that can be related to these contrastive differences, thus linking 
with Bowen’s (2013) claim that Theme and Subject Theme are complex sites of logogenetic potential 
for many writers. We analyse texts from a corpus of translation processes (Serbina et al. 2015) 
containing multiple translations of an English popular-science text plus the respective keystroke 
logs for 16 German participants. Drawing on tools that automatically enrich keystroke logs with 
linguistic information (Couto-Vale, Neumann and Niemietz to appear), we examine an excerpt of the 
translated texts for all participants to compare variation across participants (cf Matthiessen’s 2001 
‚shadow translations‘). Given the diverging distribution of labor between grammatical systems in the 
initial parts of clauses in the two languages the analysis of keystroke logs allows us to see which local 
grammatical selections consistently trigger revision, thus suggesting more cognitive effort.  Identified 
generalized patterns of dynamic processes of choice may enrich the theorizing of logogenesis. ■
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Lise Fontaine | David Schönthal
At the Intermediate Level of Language: Groups and Phrases
Jokes like Groucho Marx’s famous ‘elephant in my pyjamas’ prove that we process units at an 
intermediate level between words and clauses. However, the nature of these units is open for debate. 
Halliday maintains that “a phrase is different from a group in that, whereas a group is an expansion 
of a word, a phrase is a contraction of a clause” (IFG 2014: 362-3). If we take as given that there 
are linguistic units larger than the word and smaller than the clause, then we need to ask two main 
questions: What are the theoretical reasons for including two types of unit between word and clause 
rank?  Do these reasons hold in all cases? The aim of this paper is to answer these two questions 
by examining the claims in detail. We will base the argumentation on the three main distinctions 
between the unit of group and the unit of phrase as presented by Matthiessen (1995) and Halliday 
and Matthiessen (2014). These include the concept of (primary) class and the relation between the 
functional potential of the unit and the ‘head word’; univariate versus multivariate structures; and 
the role of rankshifted units. In considering these perspectives on the units at the intermediate rank 
between words and clauses, we conclude that there is no significant theoretical or practical value 

in maintaining two different types of unit at this level. We argue that it is important to ask questions 
such as those we propose here in order to evaluate the strength of the position of the theory and its 
usefulness in an applicable theory of language. As Tucker (in press) states, “if the SFG baton is not 
taken up by others, our descriptions will always fall short of the mark in many places”. ■
  
HAlliDAY, M. A. K. and Matthiessen, C. (2014) Introduction to Functional Grammar. 4th Ed. London: 

Edward Arnold.
mAttHiessen, C. (1995) Lexicogrammatical cartography: English systems. Tokyo: International 

Language Sciences Publishers. 
tucKer, G. (n.d.). In press. The Adjectival Group. In Bartlett, T. and O’Grady, G. (2014) Systemic 

Functional Linguistic Handbook. London, Routledge.

John Walsh | David Caldwell | Jennifer Fest | Ben Clarke | Eva Lavric
Social Linguistic Perspectives on the Language of Sport

sport | discourse | social linguistics | Systemic Functional Linguistics

This symposium brings into focus the discourse of sport. It is organised as a series of papers by 
linguists who have a particular interest in sport and the various language practices which constitute 
the genres and registers of sporting culture. Each of the presenters has recently contributed to an 
edited volume – Discourse of Sport: Analyses from Social Linguistics, (Routledge, 2016) – a collection 
that applies socially-oriented linguistics to sport. Socially oriented linguistics embraces a range of 
approaches and theoretical underpinnings. Whilst the volume is well represented by SFL oriented 
work, one of its strengths is the inclusivity it offers to the range of social linguistic perspectives. In 
line with the conference theme, there is a strong emphasis on sports media, noting that a feature of 
the existing canon is the predominance of media discourse and sport. The aim of the symposium is 
to bring to consciousness the language practices of our contemporary sporting landscape, and in 
turn to bring new insights to the fields of social linguistics, sport, and the media. Our overall intention 
is to describe the language features in sport because they invariably inform us about sport as a 
communicative activity, as a meaningful social world that constitutes real world issues which are 
invariably realised through different lexicons, grammars and phonologies/graphologies. 
To begin this symposium we define terms such as discourse and social linguistics and their particular 
uses in the domain of sport. We also outline some of the methods with which we approach language 
analysis. We proceed to a brief review of the work in language and sport: what has been done, 
and what are some of the noteworthy contributions in the field. The goal is to contextualise the 
presentations that follow as part of a general orientation to the domains of sport and discourse, 
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sport and media, and the emerging interest of systemic functional linguists and social linguists more 
generally. This introduction is followed by the presentation of four papers, all of which work with data 
taken from sports media contexts:

 - Rankings in Sports Discourse and their Metaphors. 
 - Sports News around the World – A Quantitative Study of Register Features 
    in Newspaper Sports Coverage.
 - From Visceral to Analytic: Competing Discourses in the Evaluation of Sports Players.
 - Grammatical and Contextual Patterns Relative to the Expression of Mental and Verbal 
    Activity in Football Commentaries. 

The symposium will conclude with discussion and questions from the audience. ■

John Walsh
From Visceral to Analytic: Competing Discourses in the Evaluation of Sports Players
The sports analytics movement has had a profound impact on contemporary sporting culture (e.g. 
Alamar 2013). In many ways, it represents a movement away from traditional forms of player eva-
luation, towards a statistical, data driven model of what constitutes player success and player value, 
exemplified in the following quote from the film Moneyball (2011): It’s about getting things down to 
one number. Using the stats the way we read them, we’ll find value in players that no one else can 
see. People are overlooked for a variety of biased reasons and perceived flaws. Age, appearance, 
personality. Bill James and mathematics cut straight through that.
For those working in Appraisal (Martin & White 2005), the sports analytics movement presents 
a provocative case-study. While the traditional approach to player evaluation is realised through 
what we have labelled as a ‘visceral’ discourse, such as Judgements of capacity and tenacity (e.g. 
brave, weak, never gives up), as well as aesthetically driven Appreciations (e.g. gorgeous, ugly, 
breathtaking), evaluations in the sports analytics movement appear to be located in the statistics 
themselves; invoked Attitude in Appraisal terms (e.g. she has a fifteen percent success rate within 
ten feet, his PER is up). Here we begin to unpack these observations; to explore the extent to 
which there is in fact two kinds of discourse operating in contemporary sporting culture, and if so, to 
describe the ways in which these are realized through the Appraisal system in contemporary sport 
and the sporting media.
The paper examines discourse from a range of sporting codes, including soccer, baseball and 
basketball. It uses media based data, for example the book and film Moneyball. It also presents 
a close comparative discourse analysis of two prolific American sports columnists, Bill Simmons 
and Zach Lowe, with Simmons representative of the more traditional visceral paradigm, and Lowe 

representative of the sports analytics movement. It is hoped that the application of Appraisal to these 
data will provide some insights into the linguistic realisation of two competing discourses in the con-
temporary global sporting landscape. ■

AlAmAr, B.C. (2013) Sports analytics: A guide for coaches, managers, and other decision makers.
 Columbia University Press, New York.
mArtin, J.R. and White P.R.R. (2005) The language of evaluation: Appraisal in English. Palgrave  
 MacMillan, New York.
miller, B. (dir.) (2011) Moneyball, motion picture. Columbia Pictures.

Eva Lavric
Rankings in Sports Discourse and Their Metaphors
Rankings are a crucial semantic field in a whole series of languages for specific purposes, and 
above all in sports discourse, which has not yet received the linguistic attention it deserves. In this 
contribution, we will undertake to fill this gap. First, we will describe the conceptual structure of the 
ranking frame, which has two fundamental aspects: one, a static component (a ranking established 
once and for ever), and, on the other hand, a dynamic component (competition and changes in 
ranks over time). Then, we will study the linguistic and discursive means that characterize rankings 
in sports reporting, giving an overview of the special lexical, syntactic and phraseological features 
in Spanish.
In this context, we will focus especially on ranking metaphors, showing how these are not only very 
vivid in sports reporting, but tend to spill over from sports into a series of other fields, like business 
and economics discourses. For instance, the dynamic aspect of the ranking, i.e. its evolution over 
time, is generally conceptualized as a race in which competitors try to outperform each other in order 
to win. The racing metaphor frequently appears as cycle racing, and it is used to describe rankings in 
politics and economy, but also in all kinds of other sports, which are thus all conceptualized in terms 
of racing sports. Other characteristic metaphors are – not surprisingly – fighting and war, as well as 
the winner’s rostrum, human and animal bodies, railways, and the monarchy.
We will close our contribution with some considerations about the motives for such conceptualizations 
and the omnipresence of rankings in our modern world. ■

Jennifer Fest
Sports News around the World - A Quantitative Study of Register Features 
in Newspaper Sports Coverage
Professional sports have become a ubiquitous part of everyday life in most societies. People follow 
individual sports, athletes, or teams, create fandoms and are often willing to spend a lot of money 
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on tickets and merchandise. Many sports associations have in turn taken up social issues such as 
racism or drug abuse and address the public in campaigns or PR commercials (cf. Anchimbe 2008). 
Furthermore, the phenomenon of professional sports is transforming ever more into a business 
enterprise in which economic considerations equal, and sometimes surpass, the importance of 
athletic success (Hintermeier / Rettberg 2006, Reich 2010).
These very different dimensions that are the building blocks of the world of professional sports 
result in very diverse news coverage. “Sports News” can take economic, fan-based, or sport-focused 
perspectives, and with many professional athletes being treated like rock stars, gossip and lifestyle 
news frequently occur in the sports section as well (Fest 2011). It depends on the society and the 
status of sports within it which factors are emphasised, and which foci are most dominant.
The present study will compare sports news across different regional varieties of English – Kenyan, 
British, US-American, Hong Kong and Australian English. In the data collection, each variety is 
represented by 160 newspaper articles taken from four daily newspapers. The items were not cate-
gorized manually, but strictly sampled from what the newspapers filed as “sports news”. Based on 
this corpus, the study looks at the linguistic variation within each variety to gain an impression of 
the diversity concerning topics, target groups and style. The specific linguistic features that will be 
analysed in this context will be derived from the systemic functional concept of register, including the 
three parameters field, mode, and tenor. The results for the individual varieties will then be compared 
across all five samples to determine similarities and differences between them. ■
AncHimbe, E. A. (2008) “Bend it like a Banana”: Representing the ecology in live football 

commentaries, in: Lavric, E.; Pisek, G.; Skinner, A. and Stadler W. (eds.): The Linguistics of 
Football. Tübingen: Narr, 133-142.

Fest, J. (2011) A Corpus-based Analysis of Register Features in British Football Journalism. 
unpublished MA-Thesis, Applied Linguistics, RWTH Aachen University.

Hintermeier, D.; Rettberg, U. and Calmund, R. (2006) Geld schießt Tore: Fußball als globales 
Business - und wie wir im Spiel bleiben. München: Hanser Verlag.

reicH, O. (2010) Booster or Burden. The Economic Impact of the 2010 Football World Cup. 
 Cardiff: Cardiff University Press.

Ben Clarke 
Grammatical and Contextual Patterns Relative to the Expression 
of Mental and Verbal Activity in Football Commentaries
A survey of transitivity process-types (Halliday, 1994; Martin, Matthiessen and Painter, 1997: ch. 4) 
in radio and TV football sports commentaries (Clarke, forthcoming) finds, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
mental and verbal actions to be infrequent relative to the occurrence of material and relational 
process-types. Where they do occur, however, mental and verbal process-types enter into other 

patterned behaviour. They more often than not occur in periods of rest in the game – when play is 
not in action owing to the ball going out play, a substitution being made, or the like. 

(1) A: [Ciisé] just looking to get a bit more involved here is just slightly lifeless I think have 
  you seen his hair (1.0) it looks like it’s been tattooed or something like he’s got a  
  black scorpion at the back of his head= (.)
 B: =yeah
 A:  (.) right here comes Pirlo who’s suddenly much more involved

The language produced by commentators is sensitive to this distinction; in these moments of ‘rest’, 
commentator talk often moves away from construing the material action of protagonists central 
in the second-order social-action (Halliday, 1978) being reported on, and towards considerations 
relative to the thoughts and feelings of the wider participation framework (Goffman, 1979) of the 
wider communicative event. 

(2) A: I’m rushing to the bookies (.) don’t worry (1.0) no I’m not (.) I’m not going to leave 
  this game (.) Barcelona with the throw in level with the edge of the Chelsea penalty  
  area (.)

Mood-type choice shifts often coincide with this shift. The vast majority of the clauses in both 
commentary types are ‘declarative’ in mood. However, the majority of mental and verbal process-
types in the commentaries are non-declarative in type. This paper explores these patterns and others 
and reasons them from the perspective of semantics and context (cf. Halliday, 1979; 1996; Barthes, 
1977: 87). Their consequence for theorising language-context relations in Hallidayan linguistics (cf. 
Hasan’s 1985 contextual configuration) is briefly considered at the paper’s end. ■

bArtHes, R. (1977) Image, Music, Text. London: Fontana Press.
clArKe, B.P. (forthcoming) Representations  of  Experience  in  the  Language  of Televised  and  

Radio  Football  Commentaries:  Patterns  of  Similarity  and  Difference  in Transitivity, in: 
Caldwell, D.; Walsh, J.; Vine, E. and Jureidini, J. (eds.) The Discourse of Sport: Analyses 
From Social Linguistics. Oxford: Routledge. 

goFFmAn, E. (1979) Footing, Semiotica 25, 1-29.
HAlliDAY, M.A.K. (1978) Language as Social Semiotic: The Social Interpretation of Language and 

Meaning. London: Arnold.
HAlliDAY, M.A.K. (1979) Modes of Meaning and Modes of Expression: Types of Grammatical 

Structure, and Their Determination by Different Semantic Functions, in: Allerton, D.J.; Carney 
E. and Holdcroft D. (eds.) Function and Context in Linguistic Analysis: Essays Offered to 
William Haas. London: CUP, 57-79. 
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Robin Fawcett
System Networks and How to Draw Them: For Languages and other Semiotic Systems | 
A practical 2-hour workshop

workshop | system networks | realization rules/statements | language and other semiotic systems

To define the area to be covered in this workshop, we need to start with an anomalous fact. This is 
that, while system networks are widely known to be heart of the SFL theory of language, most of the 
work of most systemicists is on the analysis of texts, and such work typically makes relatively little 
use of the concept. Moreover, this generalization applies to both language texts and to texts that are 
the outputs from any semiotic systems – so including multi-modal texts, which self- evidently involve 
more than one semiotic system. And the conference theme of “the media” invites us to consider 
such texts. So, just as language texts can be viewed as the outputs at the level of form (simplifying 
slightly) from a systemic functional grammar of a language, so multi- media texts can be viewed as 
the outputs from ‘grammars’ that model the relevant semiotic systems. 
To analyze a text in terms of its functionally motivated structures is, of course, a fully justifiable 
position, if your interest is in the relationship of language to some aspect(s) of its social context, 
since it at the level of form that we can most directly observe the data of language in interaction 
with its social context. Indeed, almost all of the SFL publications that we think of as descriptions 
of language - including Halliday’s IFG - are in fact descriptions of what have been termed ‘text- 
descriptive frameworks’, i.e. frameworks for describing texts. In other words, these descriptions are 
not designed to function as descriptions of the language itself, but to be used for analyzing the 
outputs when the language is in use, i.e. language texts. This is a vital distinction that is seldom 
made, and we still lack books that provide a full systemic functional description of the language itself 
(e.g. of English). 
Halliday takes the same position, e.g. when he describes his goal in writing IFG in these words 
(1994:xi): “I did not include [...] the system networks and realization statements, which [...] would be 
central if the book was an introduction to systemic grammar).’ And later (p. xxvii) he states that IFG 
merely “presents the structures which are the output of the networks.” 
Unsurprisingly - since we are still near the beginning of the scientific exploration of how best to 
describe non-linguistic semiotic systems and texts - exactly the same principle applies to most SFL- 
inspired descriptions of this vast new set of phenomena: i.e. the semiotic systems of the vast area 
that provides the theme for this conference: the media. 
This workshop provides an opportunity for you to learn the basics of how a systemic functional model 
of any semiotic system works: i.e. its components and how they operate to generate units of text. We 
shall concentrate on the basic concepts that are shared by descriptions of language made in either 

of the main versions of SFL (Halliday’s ‘standard version’, sometimes called the Sydney Model, and 
the Cardiff Model, developed more recently by Fawcett and his colleagues). 
So what will we be doing in this workshop? Drawing on my experience of (1) developing big systemic 
function grammars for English (and smaller ones for other languages), (2) teaching a practical course 
on writing/drawing systemic functional grammars for semiotic systems other than language (many 
years ago), and (3) many years of observing SFL colleagues’ exploration of the problems of multi-
modal text analysis, I shall first introduce you to (or remind you of?) the key concepts associated with 
system networks. This will be a short introduction, with the concepts being selected on a ‘need to 
know’ basis, and the SFL concept of a lexicogrammar will be illustrated by a simple example. By the 
end of the practical session that will follow the introduction you will have have developed answers to 
questions such as these: 

   (1)  What is the relationship between a sign and a sign/semiotic system? 
 (Here ‘system’ is used in in its general sense.)  
   (2)  How does a sign/semiotic system work?  
   (3)  Is there a difference between a system network and a taxonomy, and if so what is it? 
   (4)  What are the standard systemic relationships? 
   (5)  What is the role of probabilities in system networks? 
   (6)  What are the standard operations performed by realization rules/statements? 
   (7)  Where should the builder of a ‘grammar’ for a non-linguistic semiotic/sign system start:
 with contrasts of form or of meaning? 
   (8)  How far should we expect to find a one-to-one relationship between meaning and form? 
   (9) Is there any internal structure within the signs of the semiotic system being described? 
 (10)  If so, how many sizes (ranks) and classes of unit? 
 (11)  Should the finished ‘grammar’ include system networks for both meaning and form? 
 (12) What is the role in non-linguistic semiotic systems of the different ‘meta-functions’ and 
 ‘strands of meaning’ recognized in descriptions of language? 
 (13)  What are the main alternative ways of representing system networks? 
 (14)  What are the main ways of representing their associated realization rules/statements? 

In the second – and longer – part of the workshop, you will have practice in building small SF 
grammars for either small areas of grammar in language (e.g. ‘personal pronouns’ in French) or, 
given the conference theme, semiotic systems other than languages. Possible areas include: 

 traffic light systems (two and three lights)
 hand rings (great cultural variations)
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 hand/finger gestures (great cultural variations (e.g. beckoning in Egypt / UK / Kenya) 
 coats of arms
 clothing, (e.g. tie-wearing) 
 proximity (use of furniture, standing, volume of speech 
 tone of voice (assuming intonation as different, part of language) 
 film shots/camera angles 
 newspaper and other document layout (e.g. Bateman 2008)
 intervals in music, etc 
 instructions in music scores, etc (van Leeuwen 1999) 
 visual art (O’Toole 1994,) 
 cat communication with their owners, birdsong, grasshopper signals, etc 
 infant communication (Halliday, Painter) 
 and many others: bring suggestions.

If there is an area that you are particularly interested in, please bring your own data to work on. Or 
you might find an interesting area from a survey of the literature for the area that you are interested 
in. It could be an expansion of examples introduced in the literature (e.g. Kress & van Leeuwen 1996, 
O’Halloran 2004, Kress 2010 or any mentioned above. Another way of collecting data would be to 
google a topic such as ‘film shots’, ‘camera angles’, etc. 
The ideal way of working in the practical part of a workshop of this sort is to work with another 
workshop participant, because this leads to discussion and so more insightful results. So don’t worry 
if you don’t have a clear idea of what area you would like to work on. You may find someone to work 
with during the workshop itself, but if not I will suggest a topic for you and a partner (or perhaps two 
partners) to work on. 

Summary: This workshop is your chance to spend a couple of hours learning about the essential 
characteristics of system networks (and their associated realization rules/statements) – either for 
a small portion of a language or for a non-linguistic semiotic system. You will be working under 
the guidance of an experienced systemicist who has spent much of his working life on developing 
system networks (and so their associated realization rules/statements) for full SFG descriptions of 
languages. It should be fun!

Daniel McDonald | Tuomo Hiippala | Eugen Costezki | Daniel Couto Vale
try: python, except: pass: An Introduction to Computational Aspects of SFL

SFL | computational linguistics | NLP | corpus linguistics | python | parsing | 
multimodality | dialogue systems

The advent of cell phones, email and Web 2.0 has resulted in an ever-increasing digital mediation of 
human communication, and concurrently, the development of many tools and methods for digitising, 
generating and processing language. Critical tasks in the field of Natural Language Processing 
include Natural Language Understanding and Natural Language Generation and Text Categorisation, 
which are applied during creation of search engines, dialogue systems, machine translation, and 
summarisation tools. SFL’s conceptualisation of language as stratified and metafunctional makes 
it a suitable underlying theory for a number of computational tasks, allowing researchers to isolate 
relevant components of grammatical systems, or to map realised lexicogrammar to discourse-
semantic functions of language. Despite its suitability, however, SFL has received less attention in 
computational linguistics than other models and theories of language. 
Conversely, for systemicists, an understanding of current computational resources and processes 
may open up new kinds of data and methods for functional linguistic analysis. Computational 
approaches to language research allow researchers to work with very large datasets, to limit bias, 
to maximise reproducibility and transparency, and to integrate methods within automated workflows. 
In this workshop, we provide an introduction and context to linguistic and multimodal programming 
via Python, outlining common tasks, key shortcomings, and their relationships with functional 
linguistic theory. In the second half of the workshop, four computational projects are outlined and 
demonstrated:

1 |  Eugen Costezki presents Parsimonious-Vole (https://bitbucket.org/lps/parsimonious-  
 vole), a broad coverage systemic functional parser for English 
2 |  Daniel McDonald presents corpkit (http://interrogator.github.io/corpkit/), a Python module  
 and graphical interface for building, interrogating and visualising corpora 
3 |  Daniel Couto Vale presents Rolland (http://www.sfbtr8.spatial-cognition.de/en/project/
 interaction/i5-diaspace/publications/), a recently developed dialogue system for wheelchairs 
 within the project I5-DiaSpace 
4 |  Tuomo Hiippala presents gem-tools (https://github.com/thiippal/gem-tools), a module for
 automatically annotating multimodal documents using the Genre and Multimodality (GeM) 
 model.
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Following the presentation is a discussion of available resources for those interested in computational 
methods for Systemic Functional Linguistics.  ■

costetcHi, E. (2013) A Method to Generate Simplified Systemic Functional Parses From Dependency 
  Parses, DepLing 2013, 68. 
HiippAlA, T. (2015) Gem-Tools: Tools for Working With Multimodal Corpora Annotated Using the Genre  
 and Multimodality Model. DOI: http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.33775 
JiAn, C.; Shi, H.; Sasse, N.; Rachuy, C.; Schafmeister, F.; Schmidt, H. and von Steinbüchel, N. (2013) 
  Better Choice? Combining Speech and Touch in Multimodal Interaction for Elderly Persons, in: 

 HEALTHINF (pp. 94-103). 
mcDonAlD, D. (2015) Corpkit: A Toolkit for Corpus Linguistics, retrieved from <https://www.github.com/ 

 interrogator/corpkit> DOI: http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.28361 
o’Donnell, M., and Bateman, J. A. (2005) SFL in Computational Contexts: A Contemporary History,   

 Continuing Discourse on Language: A Functional Perspective 1, 343-382. 
teicH, E. (2009). Linguistic Computing, in: Halliday M. A. K. and Webster J. J. (eds.) Continuum Companion 
  to Systemic Functional Linguistics. New York: Bloomsbury Publishing, 113-127.

Michael O‘Donnell
Studying Media Variation using UAM CorpusTool

This workshop will introduce attendees to the process of performing studies of the registers/genres of 
media texts with corpus annotation software.
UAM CorpusTool is software that allows the user to introduce their own texts to a corpus, and annotate 
these texts, either manually (with categories decided by the user, semantics, discourse or grammar), or 
automatically (the software provides part-of-speech annotation for 20 languages, syntactic analysis for 
several, and for English, analysis in terms of Mood, Transitivity and Theme).
 Participants will be shown how to create a new ‘project’ (a study) and add texts to their corpus. Then, 
attendees will be shown how to automatically annotate these texts for particular patterns (including 
Mood, Transitivity and Theme). Finally, we will use the statistical analysis component of the software to 
reveal significant registerial differences between various media genres. ■ pa
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Danielle Almeida
Dolls as Media Artifacts of Women‘s Representation: 
Imagetic Gender Narratives in a Socio-Semiotic Perspective

dolls | marketing | toys | discourse | images

Mediated by advertising discourse through modern narratives such as Internet webpages, girls’ toys 
can be ‘textualised’ in various ways, from cartoons to comic strips, as they consist of “both already 
produced communications and tools to produce communications with” (Caldas-Coulthard & van 
Leeuwen, 2001, p. 96). Nevertheless, toys’ enacted representations have many times been neglected 
by academic scholars in being conventionally conceived of as ordinary, everyday entertainment 
objects to be manipulated by children during their free time. In acquiring the status quo of icons of 
contemporary children, though, girls’ dolls such as Barbie have conveyed model roles that seem to 
exert a strong influence on the systems of values that help to construct children’s identity. Among 
the roles children are elicited to desire for themselves is the gendered representation of the female 
figure involved in household chores and placed in domestic settings or being described in terms of 
her aesthetic attributes, which resonates some of the naturalized assumptions about womanhood 
that have been traditionally incorporated by girls’ toys. For this reason, this research is aimed at 
revisiting the findings of a four-year-PhD study (Almeida, 2006) on the enacted verbal and visual 
properties of girls’ dolls’ marketing material, in order to see how such legitimate expressions of 
children’s world reveal the ideological meanings that saturate the social acting of adults. Using as 
theoretical background Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar (1994) and the principles of Critical 
Discourse Analysis based on the work of Fairclough (1995; 1992; 1989) on discourse as a social 
practice, the research draws on the Grammar of Visual Design by Kress & van Leeuwen (1996) 
concerning the visual analysis of the observed marketing material. ■

Jorge Arús
The Intricate Construction of Projection in News Reports: A Contrastive English/Spanish Account

projection | contrastive | English/Spanish | news reports

The linguistic features of journalistic discourse have been widely studied from different approaches 
(e.g. Van Dijk 1988; Bell 1991; Fairclough 1995; White 1998; Scollon 1998; Alonso Belmonte 2007; 
Dafouz 2008), including contrastive studies (e.g. Wang 2008, for English and Chinese; Lavid, Arús 
and Moratón 2009, for English and Spanish). This paper looks at projection in the discourse of news 
reports in English and Spanish. Taking as a starting point Matthiessen and Teruya’s (2014) study 

on the fractal nature of projection, the analysis of Spanish and English excerpts from news reports 
reveals the extent to which projection pervades these texts, not only at clause nexus level – the 
traditional object of study of projection – but also below the clause nexus, at clause simple and 
group level, and above the clause nexus, at discourse level. Example (1) illustrates the intricacy 
of projection in journalistic reports, with a locution (β) projected in the clause nexus (αβ), and two 
more projections within (β): a locution (δ) projected within the clause nexus (γδ), and, within this, a 
projection at group level, with the congruent Process realized as a nominal Head, i.e. requests, the 
congruent Sayer realized as the completive in the post-modifier from unions, then followed by the 
projected element (ζ) realized as a yet another post-modifier within the nominal group. 
[α:] The prime minister’s comments suggest [β:] [[γ:] the government is prepared to consider [δ:]
[appointing a replacement if Heydon accepts [[ε:] [congruent Process:] requests from [congruent 
Sayer:] unions [ζ:] to recuse himself on the grounds of apprehended bias]]]
The discussion of this and other examples from news reports in both English and Spanish will serve 
to identify similarities and dissimilarities in the exploitation of projection resources in these two 
languages, as well as to gain a broader understanding of the concept of projection. ■
Alonso belmonte, I. (coord.) (1997) Different Approaches to Newspaper Opinion Discourse,  
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David Banks
Interpersonal Aspects of an English-language Internet Travel Forum

context | internet travel forum | modality | mode | process type

In 2015, I wrote a paper entitled „Notes on interpersonal aspects of an Internet travel forum“. This was 
an analysis of a small sample of postings from a French site (Routard) relating to a close destination, 
Brittany, and a distant destination, Namibia. The analysis showed that the Namibia sample had 
a smaller more closely-knit community than the Brittany sample. The Brittany sample used more 
epistemic modality, and more mental than material processes, showing that the participants are 
more concerned with what they feel and think. the Namibia sample displays more dynamic modality, 
and has more material than mental processes, showing that the participants are more concerned 
with practicalities. The proposed paper will atttempt to produce a parallel study for an English-
language site. The site chosen is Tripadvisor; the close destination is Northumberland, and the 
distant destination, again, Namibia. The sample is made up of ten exchanges for each destination. 
Where an exchange was longer than ten turns, the first ten turns were taken, though this was only 
the case in the Namibia sample. The size of the Namibia sample is 8616 words (including names, 
dates and headings), while the size of the Northumberland sample is only 2896 words, showing that 
the Namibia exchanges tend to be rougly three times longer than the Northumberland exhcanges. 
The study will consider the nature of the exchanges, the use of mode, modality, and process types, 
and relate these to contextual factors. ■

Tom Bartlett
Individual and Community Voice in Participatory Democracy

voice | participatory democracy | identity

The concept of voice has a rich history in sociolinguistics (Bakhtin 1981; Hymes 1996; Bernstein 
2000; Blommaert 2005), international development (Goetz and Gaventa 2001) and sociolinguistic 
approaches to development discourse (Bartlett 2012). However, while there is a Wittgensteinian 
family resemblance to the various definitions and discussions offered by these authors, there are 
also significant tensions between them. One persistent problem is reconciling the notion of an 
individual’s voice as their capacity to be understood across contexts (Blommaert 2005) with the 
notion of community voice as a discursive channel for shared values in interpersonal, experiential 
and rhetorical realms (Bartlett 2012; Hymes 1996).

In this paper I will consider these tensions through an analysis of interview data on sustainability and 
self-management from local community members in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. Given 
that the interviewees have widely divergent views on these topics, questions arise as to whether it 
is possible to identify a coherent though polytonic ‘community voice’ in contrast to other institutional 
voices and, if so, by what mechanisms such a voice could legitimately be integrated into both the 
debates and processes of participatory democracy. ■

bAKHtin, M.M. (1981) The Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays.Holquist M. (ed) Trans. Emerson 
 C. and Holquist M. Austin and London: University of Texas Press. 
bArtlett, T. (2012) Collaborative Change in Institutional Discourse. London and New York: 

Routledge. 
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Research, Critique. Lanham, Boulder, New York and Oxford: Rowman and Littlefield 
Publishers Inc. 

blommAert, Jan. (2005). Discourse: A Critical Introduction. Cambridge: CUP. 
goetz, A.M. and Gaventa, J. (2001) From Consultation to Influence: 
 Bringing Citizen Voice and Client Focus to Service Delivery. Brighton: Institute of 
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Jörg Cassens | Rebekah Wegener
ShareBoard - How Transdisciplinary Research Guides Technological Development 
in a User-Centred Process

ambient systems | computer-supported cooperative work | context | 
semantics | multimodality | multicodality

Tools for synchronous remote collaboration of knowledge workers face the challenge of supporting 
rich multimodal and multicodal communication of human users (Halliday, 1978). At the same time, 
such tools increasingly become part of ambient environments. In such environments, the computer 
„disappears“ (Weiser, 1991), and the interaction between human user and systems becomes 
increasingly reliant on behavioural interfaces. With such interfaces, the behaviour of both human and 
artificial actors becomes the interface, augmented traditional, explicit interfaces such as keyboard, 
mouse, and explicit gestures. 
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In our work, we focus on a particular tool for synchronous remote and local computer-supported 
cooperative work, a shared electronic whiteboard. Our experimental system, called ShareBoard 
(Cassens et al., 2013a; Cassens et al., 2013b), allows for tangible interaction (i.e. using physical 
pens on a large white surface). It aims to support both local collaboration (i.e. with all users being in 
the same space) and remote collaboration (i.e. with users in different locations sharing a whiteboard 
space). In the latter case, we also aim to support a variety of different input and output devices, from 
tangible interfaces as outlined above to „classical“ interfaces with the ShareBoard being displayed 
on a computer display and the interaction being performed via keyboard and mouse. 
In this talk, we will present we have used concepts from SFL and Activity Theory (Leont’ev, 1978) 
to better understand the communicative situation at hand and to elicit and model requirements for 
technical systems supporting both user-to-user communication and user-to-system/system-to-user 
interaction (Cassens, 2008). The concepts from SFL range from abstract concepts (Cassens and 
Wegener, 2008) and of parameters of context (Wegener et al., 2008) to a stratified view on context 
modeling with a special focus on the semantic stratum (Butt et al., 2013) and its practical application 
in intention-aware computer systems (Kofod-Petersen et al., 2009). 
The practical challenges we will focus on in this talk will range from the apparently simple (how can 
we enable multimodal/multicodal communication at a distance when using electronic whiteboards) 
over the apparently solved (how can we implement multicodal interfaces with ambient systems) to 
the apparently hard (how can a computer understand the context of situation and adapt its behaviour 
to support it). We will give brief examples, outline the methodological and theoretical implications, 
and outline our technical solution. ■
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María Cecilia Colombi
“Hablamos Español or Spanglish”: The Role of Spanish in the American Media

discourse analysis | multimodal analysis | advertising | politics | Spanish and English use

Latinos are the most rapidly growing cultural group in the United States. Hispanics constitute 51.9 
million or 17% of the population according to the 2011 US Census Bureau report. However, historical 
and sociocultural events have influenced the status of Spanish in the United States, especially in the 
public sphere. In politics and businesses, most of the marketing for the Hispanic population is done 
in Spanish or bilingually (Spanish/English). This paper will analyze the use of Spanish in the public 
sphere, especially in advertising and in politics in view of the coming presidential elections. Using the 
theoretical framework of systemic functional linguistics (Halliday 2007, Halliday & Matthiessen 2014), 
appraisal framework (Martin and White 2005) and multimodality theory (Kress and Van Leeuwen 
1996-2006, 2001), this presentation looks at the use of Spanish and the representation of Latino 
culture in the Media in the United States. A corpus made of 700 ads and videos will be analyzed, 
comparing those which are aimed at Latinos and those which are designed for the English speaking 
population. The purpose of this paper is to show how these signs and ads aim at attracting and 
aligning with different communities that speak Spanish or English or both. The analysis also shows 
that the value of speaking Spanish as a marketing tool is transcending the Latino community to reach 
the  mainstream English speaking population. ■

HAlliDAY, M.A.K. (2007) Language and Society. Vol. 10, in: Webster J. (ed.) The Collected Works of 
M. A. K.  Halliday. London: Continuum. 
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 London: Routledge. 
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Tamara Drummond
Genre-specific Meaning Patterns in War Films

genre | discourse structure | framing | war film | rhetoric

This paper addresses the question whether genre-specific meaning patterns can be traced in a 
corpus of recent war films. In particular, it focuses on the kinds of filmic discourse relations and 
cohesive chains employed in the beginnings of war films in order to investigate whether similar 
patterns can be found in different kinds of war films. 
From the social semiotic perspective, war films constitute an interesting object of study because 
they are often genre hybrids encompassing genre characteristics of documentaries and fiction films 
(Pötzsch 2012). As this paper will show, investigating war films can effectively unravel how genre-
specific meaning patterns are deployed and mobilised. 
Moreover, the focus of my analysis is the beginnings of war films because they not only frame the 
events on which the entire narrative is based but also set up the framework within which the film 
will be interpreted and understood (e.g. Hartmann 2009, Pötzsch 2012, Bateman and Tseng 2013). 
Hence, as this paper will also show, analysing film beginnings is a good starting point for investigating 
whether there are genre-specific structures across the war films in the corpus. 
Methodologically, in order to select a reasonable representative body of war films, this paper takes 
Pötzsch’s (2012) typology of three different rhetorical modes as point of departure. He suggests 
that opening sequences of war films can be organized under an objectifying, a subjective and a 
reflexive rhetoric. By drawing on two methods of discourse organisation, namely filmic discourse 
relations (Bateman 2007) and filmic cohesion (Tseng 2012, 2013), it will be investigated whether the 
beginnings of the war films have a comparable embedded discourse structure - although each film 
frames its narrative events differently. 
Finally, I will conclude the paper by pointing out some possible future research building on the results 
of this paper. ■
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Nadia Elias
Exploring how Intonation Helps Achieve Topical Coherence in Spoken Discourse in English

topical coherence | marked theme | intonation | Relevance Theory

The present study is interested in the negotiation of “topical coherence“ (Geluykkens, 1999) as 
interlocutors negotiate to complete a map task. The study is interested in investigating the interaction 
of ‘Thematic Structure‘: Theme and Rheme and ‘Information Structure‘: Given and New (Halliday, 
2004, 1967a, b) alongside cohesive devices: reference, ellipsis, substitution, conjunction and lexical 
cohesion (Halliday and Hasan, 1976) in achieving coherence. I use the Map Task method to stimulate 
informal English discourse. My starting point in my investigation of topical coherence is the idea that 
the Thematic and Information structures frequently coincide i.e. Theme = Given and Rheme = New. 
What the study investigates is the instances where the two systems do not correspond. I will examine 
the meanings that will be generated when the two systems do not coincide and see what effects this 
would have on the interaction. Halliday’s (1967a) marked Theme case helps to investigate the non-
correspondence of the two systems as the focus of information will fall on the Theme not Rheme in 
the marked Theme pattern. 
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The data collected in the present study shows that marked Theme pattern helps the interlocutors 
maintain their communication and have a coherent discourse on the topic of the map ask; this 
is alongside the use of the cohesive ties. More importantly, the divergence of the Thematic and 
Information systems contributes to the flow of interaction. The reason behind this is that marked 
Theme does lead to a refocusing on a new information (i.e. a land mark or location on the map e.g. 
below the castle, next to the tree, etc.…) that is necessary to satisfy the flow of interaction at a given 
stage of the interaction contributing to reproducing the route in the map task successfully. ■

geluYKens, R. (1999) It Takes Two to Cohere: The Collaborative Dimension of Topical Coherence 
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Izaskun Elorza
Theme, Mood and Modality Choices in the Construction of Attribution 
in Science Dissemination in the Press

attribution | theme | mood | modality | science dissemination

The construction of authorial voice has become a central concern in the analysis of English 
newspaper discourse in the last decades. It is generally agreed that attribution plays a crucial role 
in the production and narration of news as one of the features of newsworthiness, in the sense 
that attributing the information to socially validated authorities adds value to the news (Bell 1991). 
Attribution in newspaper discourse is a pervasive phenomenon which can be analysed by observing 
the interplay between voices, on the one hand, and their epistemological positioning, on the other 
(Bednarek 2006). This phenomenon has been studied from different perspectives, including the 
interplay between attribution and averral (Hunston 1999), the analysis of hearsay evidentiality 
(Garretson & Ädel 2008), or the combined analysis of news values and attribution (Bednarek 
2016). However, the relevant discursive choices used for encoding the authorial voice have not 
been explored sufficiently from a logogenetic perspective, thus taking into account the interplay 
between the choices motivated by the aim that the message fit smoothly with the previous message 

(textual dimension) as well as those by which the attributed or the averred message is modalized 
(interpersonal dimension) (Halliday & Matthiessen 1985).
The aim of this paper is to show how the authorial voice is constructed in newspaper discourse 
as an interplay between thematic, mood and modal choices, which respond to both textual and 
interpersonal aims. For this purpose, an analysis has been carried out with a twofold purpose, namely 
to find out how this interplay is construed in newspaper discourse in different languages, and also to 
see whether this interplay is used by the journalist with some overall rhetorical purpose. The analysis 
has been carried out contrastively by comparing the choices of theme, mood and modality in four 
texts which disseminated the same scientific finding in English (3) and Spanish (1), two of which are 
science popularization articles whereas the other two are press releases. The results show how the 
different choices reflect the journalists’ particular aims as well as the cultural values and readers‘ 
expectations of their respective disseminating contexts and genres. ■
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Jennifer Fest | Rebekah Wegener
Understanding Information Elicitation in Context: Newspaper Interviews Across Cultures

interviews | print media | SFL | grammar | English | context | information elicitation

This research forms part of a wider study looking at the nature of information elicitation in context. 
The aim of the present study is an analysis of information elicitation in media contexts, focusing in 
particular on a comparison of print-medium interviews covering different topics. Our interest lies in 
understanding the relationship between the participants, represented in the register framework by 
parameters of the tenor of discourse and the manner of information elicitation. 
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As well as being the main means of gathering information, interviews are an important news genre 
that, in contrast to conventional news items, appear less edited and more representative. Because 
both interviewer and interviewee get to speak, the immediate context of any statement is given and 
the risk for misinterpretation of individual utterances can be reduced. The structure of an interview 
also provides the means to steer the topic and shape the interaction, primarily through the questions, 
which can vary in terms of closeness, hierarchy and formality. Furthermore, the amount and order of 
questions can determine the sequence of topics and manoeuvre the interviewee in certain directions. 
Interviewees, in turn, can make use of a number of devices as well, and can influence the distance 
and hierarchy in the conversation by being vague in their replies, or make use of multiple speaker 
identities to vary their commitment and distance themselves not only from the interviewer, but from 
statements as well (Fest 2015, Caldwell, 2009). 
The current study looks at the way interview participants use language to control the field and tenor 
of discourse and how these interact with each other. The grammatical and contextual analysis is 
applied to a set of interviews from various newspapers ranging across a number of different topics. ■
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Gail Forey | John Polias | Chrissie Simons
Metalanguage: Its Use and Impact in the Classroom

language education | metalanguage | professional development | impact of metalanguage

Within schools, explicit knowledge about language is often implicit in the English curricula and 
frequently absent in other curriculum areas. Metalinguistic terminology, and specifically SFL 
metalanguage, has varied in the extent to which it has been incorporated into language and literacy 
programmes for teachers and learners. In recent years, national curricula, such as those in Australia 
and the UK, have incorporated knowledge about language that is underpinned by SFL. However, 
the explicit use of SFL terminology is typically left implicit. Some of the questions this practice raises 
are: what SFL metalanguage should be used and should this metalanguage be at commonsense or 
technical levels? In this paper, drawing on data from working with teachers and schools from Hong 
Kong and the UK, we discuss the benefits of working with and without explicit SFL metalinguistic 
resources in the classroom?
We investigate how SFL has been successfully introduced in Hong Kong with minimal specific 

metalanguage in professional development courses organised for in-service teachers, and we 
examine some of the consequences of not using metalinguistic resources. This is contrasted with 
Hamstead Hall, a school in the UK in which SFL metalanguage is the norm. At Hamstead Hall, 
SFL metalanguage is shared by the majority of curriculum teachers, embedded in professional 
development, classroom interaction, school planners, assemblies, and talk in and outside of the 
classroom. Based on interviews, classroom observations, and teaching materials that were collected, 
we demonstrate how metalanguage has had a tremendously positive impact on the teachers and 
learners at Hamstead Hall. We conclude by returning to considering to what extent metalanguage is 
recontextualised and explicitly used in the secondary classroom. ■

Maria Freddi
Forms of Knowledge Dissemination: Media Genres of Popular Science

popular science | media genres | rhetoric | generic conventions

Within the scope of the conference theme, the paper looks at forms of knowledge dissemination 
across media with special emphasis on TV programmes about science and science weblogs. It does 
so from the perspective of rhetoric of science and functional linguistic analysis (see for example 
Fahnestock 1999; Kress 2003; Hoffmann 2012). Science communication is analysed with a view to 
identifying continuity and change in the strategies scientists employ when communicating science 
to a wide audience either through traditional paper media, on TV or with blogs. Starting from a set 
of rhetorical strategies that have proven useful in analysing the discourse of science (e.g. Halliday 
and Martin 1993; Fuller 1998; Halliday 2004), the paper then takes as a case-study of knowledge 
dissemination materials scientist Mark Miodownik’s work as writer and broadcaster on science and 
engineering. Particularly, a variety of strategies he employs in his book Stuff Matters, in some of 
his BBC TV programmes and newspaper columns and in his blog are highlighted with a view to 
exploring the effect on discourse of the type of audience (the general lay-public and children) and the 
various media (popular books, TV broadcast, blog and newspaper columns) with their affordances. 
The features highlighted through the chosen case study are thought to help move towards a more 
general understanding of the nature of knowledge dissemination discourse. As a by-product of the 
analysis, the integration of rhetorical and functional linguistic approaches is suggested to be a fruitful 
heuristic. ■

ceccArelli, L. (2001) Shaping Science With Rhetoric: The Cases of Dobzhansky, Schrödinger, and 
Wilson. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

FAHnestocK, J. (1999) Rhetorical Figures in Science. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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Daniel Lees Fryer
Coffee and Cinnamon Buns: On the Deployment and Intersemiotic Potential of Smell

smell | meaning potential | multisemiosis | semantic weight | commitment

Our sense of smell is mediated by complex physicochemical and biological interactions. This sense 
is part of the material basis for what we might call a mode of smell, a socially mediated semiotic 
system (van Leeuwen 2005, Norris 2013, Fryer 2013). The resources of such modes or systems, 
to the extent that they are recognized as such, are rarely if ever deployed alone, but as part of a 
multisemiotic arrangement (van Leeuwen 2005, Kress 2010, Norris 2013). In this paper, I discuss 
the meaning potential of smell by considering how social actors produce, manipulate, combine, and 
organize certain smells to create sophisticated ‚messages‘ that can be interpreted and evaluated by 
others. As an example, I examine the case of a real-estate agent’s use of specific smells, created 
among other things by preparing coffee and cinnamon buns, as part of a house viewing. I consider the 
potential meanings encoded by those smells in that particular context of situation. I also discuss the 
relative semantic weight of those resources as part of a multisemiotic event or activity that includes 
the co-deployment of verbal, visual, and spatial resources. By considering the relative amounts or 
degrees of meaning potential instantiated through those different semiotic systems, I demonstrate 
how smell might be deployed to make meanings that are potentially complementary to as well as 
incongruent or inharmonious with those committed verbally, visually, and spatially (see, for example, 
Hood 2008, Martin 2011, and Painter, Martin, and Unsworth 2013 on ‘commitment‘). Reasons for 
making those particular semiotic choices and the kinds of values social actors might assign to them 
will also be discussed. ■
FrYer, D.L. (2013) Smell as Social Semiotic <http://www.danielfryer.no/EN/Blog/Entries/2013/8/6_
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norris, S. (2013) What is a Mode? Smell, Olfactory Perception, and the Notion of Mode in 
Multimodal Mediated Theory, Multimodal Communication 2 (2):155-169. 

pAinter, C.; Martin, J.R. and Unsworth, L. (2013) Reading Visual Narratives: Image Analysis of 
 Children‘s Picture Books. Sheffield: Equinox. 
vAn leeuwen, T. (2005) Introducing Social Semiotics. Abingdon: Routledge.

Zhuxia Fu
Promoting Conceptual Development: Galperin’s Approach to Teaching Genre 
in Second Language Writing Classrooms

conceptual development of genre | systemic theoretical instruction | 
genre-based pedagogy | talk as a mediating tool

The study aims to investigate the effect of a pedagogical intervention based on Systemic Functional 
Linguistics (SFL) theory of genre and Galperin’s Systemic Theoretical Instruction (STI) on the 
development of Chinese students’ understanding of genre and in their performance in writing 
narrative texts in English. Drawing on sociocultural theory, Galperin’s STI approach (1969,1989), 
also known as concept-based instruction (CBI), is particularly focused on promoting internalisation of 
conceptual knowledge, which Vygotsky (1978, 1986) saw as psychological tools for guiding holistic 
knowledge construction and performance. 
Relating this to genre in second language (L2) writing, the pedagogical intervention hence is focused 
on teaching the SFL concepts (i.e. schematic structure, field, tenor and mode), which illustrate 
how language and context are interrelated in genre (see Halliday & Hasan, 1994; Martin, 2009). 
Understanding these concepts is believed to be crucial for L2 writers to develop comprehensive 
genre knowledge that can truly guide writing rather than seeing genres as static templates. Based 
on the STI model, collaborative talk and didactic diagrams will be used as the main mediating tools 
to enhance students’ conceptual development of genre.
The study will be implemented in an English writing course at a University in China. And a mixed 
methods approach will be employed. To confirm whether the instruction leads to improved 
understanding of genre and performance, a quasi-experiment with pre- and post-testing will be 
conducted. Moreover, the study also seeks to probe into how and why such a developmental process 
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takes place. Thus, I will closely follow four student dyads over the four-month instruction, using audio 
recordings, stimulated recalls and interviews. In the presentation, I will discuss the theoretical and 
methodological issues of the research and provide some of the key findings of the pilot study. ■
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José María González Lanza | Jesus Moya Guijarro
The System of Movement in Audiovisual Narrative Documents: 
Integrating Multimodal and Filmic Approaches.

multimodality | film studies | movement | interactive metafunction | 
interpersonal metafunction | social semiotics | dynamic documents

The aim of this paper is to set forth the system of choices that the author of an audiovisual narrative 
document faces when creating a TV series or film. In order to do so, we will depart from the work 
of Kress and Van Leeuwen (1996, 2006) and their concept of narrative representation. We will then 
study how the depiction of movement in static documents, represented by vectors and considered 
by these authors as essentially representational, is not transferable to dynamic documents. As film 
studies (Bowen and Thompson, 2013a; Bordwell and Thompson, 2013) often remind us, movement 
is the most powerful tool for creating interaction with the viewer and, therefore, it should be dealt with 
within the framework of the interactive metafunction. 
Taking all these considerations into account, our new system network of movement includes all the 
aspects which arise from the double articulation of the shot: mise-en-scene and cinematography 
(Bordwell and Thompson, 2013). By doing, so we will first study how the movement within the frame 
can capture the viewers’ attention (Block, 2008) and make them focus on certain areas or aspects 
of the shot. Later, we will also analyse the way in which more layers of meaning could be added by 

means of all the possible physical and/or optical camera movements (Millerson and Owens, 2014). 
All the options within our system will be illustrated with practical examples from different series and 
films.
In conclusion, we have tried to create a useful tool for the analysis of movement in dynamic 
documents, drawing on different social semiotic and filmic sources. However, although the system 
of movement we propose here attempts to include all the possible options available to audiovisual 
artists to establish interaction between the represented participants in a film or TV series and the 
viewer, we are fully aware that new advances in technology and changes in filming styles make it 
open to further development by other researchers. ■
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Tiffany Guo | Winfred Wenhui Xuan
A Synthesis of Research on Grammatical Metaphor in Systemic-Functional Linguistics

research synthesis | grammatical metaphor | Systemic Functional Linguistics

Adopting the methodology of research synthesis (Norris & Ortega, 2006), the present study 
synthesizes primary research studies on grammatical metaphor (GM) within systemic-functional 
linguistics (Halliday, 1985; Matthiessen, Teruya & Lam, 2010; Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004; 2013) 
and maps the research landscape since Halliday proposed this concept in 1985. An exhaustive 
search of this domain yielded 152 studies conducted between 1985 and 2013, 85 of which met the 
criteria for synthesis based on their substantive and methodological characteristics. The synthesis 
revealed that grammatical metaphor has been investigated in various fields with data from diverse 
institutions, like first language development (Christie, 2012; Derewianka, 2003), second language 
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development (Byrnes, 2009; Ryshina-Pankova, 2010), translation study (Steiner, 2002; Teich, 
2003), contrastive linguistics (Teich, 2003; Yang, 2008), register variation (Guillén Galve, 2004) 
and language description (Matthiessen, 2002; Martin, 1993). The operationalization of GM in these 
studies is dominated by ideational grammatical metaphor. Interpersonal was rarely examined in 
these studies. Findings also show methodological limitations, particularly in the size of data they 
employed. Based on these findings the researchers highlight the implications for future directions in 
the investigation of grammatical metaphor. ■
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Qiuping He
Explanation Construction in the Science Classroom: A Framework for Multimodal Interaction

intersemiotic relations | image-verbal text relations | multimodal interaction | 
science education | powerpoint slides

With the advancement of educational technologies in today’s digital age, the classroom is one 
important node in the interwoven web where meaning is communicated through a hybridity of 
different semiotic resources (Jewitt, 2014). How the multimodal interactions are used to construct 
scientific knowledge in the classroom tend to be more descriptive rather than systemically theorized. 
The present study is motivated by the need to obtain a systematic understanding of the multimodal 
interactions in pedagogic discourses. 
Based on Martinec & Salway’s (2005) framework for analyzing image-text relations, the present 
study intends to adapt this framework for classroom multimodal interactions, focusing on the inter-
semiotic relations between verbal texts and visual images. Following Martinec & Salway (2005), the 
framework combines the relative status between verbal texts and images and the logico-semantic 
relations. The present paper adopts two levels of analyzing units for verbal text: individual clause and 
the verbal texts in one teaching stage (Christie & Martin, 2005). The image is also analyzed at two 
levels: individual process and the content in one slide. This enables investigation into both the local 
patterns and the global patterns of the inter-semiotic relations between verbal texts and images. 
The framework is illustrated by a case study of the video recording of an 81-minute physics lesson 
on “the applications of air pressure”. Three types of images were identified in teacher’s PowerPoint 
slides: schematic structures, visual explanations and force diagrams. The types of schematic 
structures and visual explanations shared similar patterns in status, either [unequal] or [equal], 
depending on the level of analysis, and their logico-semantic patterns were predominately verbal 
texts [elaborating] images. This differs from the type of force diagrams, where the status of [unequal] 
and logico-semantic relation of [extending] were identified, suggesting the teacher’s overlook of 
unpacking the complex meaning in these diagrams. ■

cHristie, F. and Martin, J. R. (Eds.). (2005). Genre and institutions: Social processes in the 
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Tuomo Hiippala
Leveraging Computer Vision for Creating Multimodal Corpora

multimodality | corpora | genre

This presentation describes a tool developed for the semi-automated annotation of page-based 
multimodal artefacts according to the Genre and Multimodality model (Bateman 2008). The GeM 
model provides four analytical layers, which describe the artefact’s content, its hierarchical and 
spatial organization, appearance, and rhetorical and navigation structures. The development of the 
tool has been motivated by a specific bottleneck issue, that is, the time- and resource intensive 
nature of compiling multimodal corpora with multiple layers of description (Thomas et al. 2010). 
To facilitate the creation of multimodal corpora, the tool exploits several open source computer vision, 
optical character recognition and natural language processing libraries to describe the content and 
structure of multimodal artefacts. This description is used as the basis for generating XML annotation 
conforming to a variant of the GeM schema described in Henschel (2003), which is also introduced 
in the presentation. The tool is provided as an interactive Jupyter notebook, which facilitates its 
deployment. 
The presentation introduces the tool, demonstrates its operation, and outlines several scenarios for 
its future use, which include extensive descriptions of a single document genre and comparative 
studies between multiple genres. Finally, future work and possibilities for automating the annotation 
process even further are considered. ■

bAtemAn, J.A. (2008) Multimodality and Genre: A Foundation for the Systematic Analysis of 
Multimodal  Documents. London: Palgrave. 
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Preet Hiradhar
Multimodal Representations and Meaning-making in Homepages of Diasporic Websites

multimodality | social semiosis | digital representations | South Asia | diaspora | websites

In the context of contemporary social changes of the global and networked society, new media 
technologies have brought about a reorientation of communication possibilities for representation 
and meaning. As contemporary communication has become increasingly multimodal (Kress and 
Van Leeuwen, 2001), and as technology gets acknowledged as what people make of it in a cultural 
context (Pauwels, 2005), websites are becoming potential sites for digital representations and 
cultural expressions. These new forms of electronic mediation have become particularly evident 
in various diasporic community websites in Southeast Asia more recently. The current paper forms 
part of a larger study that investigates digital forms of community representations and meaning-
making in South Asian diasporic websites in the Southeast Asian region. The paper focusses on the 
homepages of two representative lifestyle portals of the Indian diaspora in Hong Kong and Singapore. 
To study the diasporic communities’ situated choices and configuration of semiotic resources in their 
websites, the paper deploys the multimodal social semiotic analysis framework (Kress, 2009) to 
analyse multimodal aspects of the homepages by addressing the following questions: i) What are 
the different modes and semiotic resources used as representations in the homepages of diasporic 
websites of Indians in Hong Kong and Singapore? ii) What inter-semiotic relationships are configured 
in the digital medium across various modes in these homepages? iii) What kinds of discourses of 
representation and cultures are articulated through the organization of content on the homepages 
of the websites of the Indian diaspora? Findings affirm the growing importance of the multiplicity of 
modes for representation and communication along with the significance of the sign-makers’ agency 
in the configuration and shaping of meaning in online spaces. The findings also indicate how these 
diasporic websites seek to undo the stereotypical and naturalized discourse of communities (Mitra, 
2001) through the multimodal expressions and heterogeneous discourses of their identities and 
cultures. ■
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Natalia Ignatieva | Luz Elena Herrero Rivas
TRANSITIVITY and ATTITUDE Systems in Interaction in Student Texts:
A Functional Analysis of Verbal, Mental and Relational Clauses in Spanish

academic texts | process | attitude | judgement | appreciation

This paper presents a systemic analysis of three types of processes in academic texts: verbal, 
mental and relational, from the Appraisal Theory perspective. This work forms part of the on-going 
research study which, in its turn, is included in the SAL (Systemics across Languages) project. 
We had already participated in the SAL project before with a lexicogrammatical analysis of verbal 
processes in academic texts, having presented the results at the 41st and 42nd ISFC congresses. 
The present project extends this research to other types of processes and intends to explore how 
certain process types in Spanish are related to the expression of appraisal in academic texts. 
Our study draws on Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) and, in particular, on Appraisal Theory 
(Martin & White, 2005), which explores evaluative aspects of language. Here we shall analyze only 
one of its subsystems, ATTITUDE. 
Our analysis is based on student texts collected at the Faculty of Arts, belonging to two disciplines: 
literature and history, but to only one genre: question-answer, which is an assignment that students 
have to do in class as part of their term examination. The method used in this study includes 
quantifying the number of each process type in our corpus and registering the clauses that express 
appraisal, which will be classified in three groups according to the division of the ATTITUDE system 
into the subtypes: AFFECT, JUDGMENT and APPRECIATION. 
The preliminary results show certain differences between the two corpora: in the literature texts 
clauses with appraisal prevail and JUDGMENT is the preferred means of expressing ATTITUDE, 
while the history texts prefer clauses without appraisal and APPRECIATION prevails among the 
subtypes of ATTITUDE. These and other findings will be presented within a small discussion about 
the interaction of the lexicogrammatical and semantic-discursive aspects of academic texts. ■
mArtin, J. R. and White, P.R. (2005) The Language of Evaluation. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Mersini Karagevrekis
A Multimodal Analysis of a Printed Advertisement Posted for Online Critique

multimodality | print advertisement | online critique

Modern printed advertisements are predominantly multimodal. Under the influence of computer 
technology meaning is made in a specific social context through the co-deployment of diverse 

semiotic resources (i.e. linguistic, visual, spatial, etc.) that allows for a greater level of abstraction 
and meaning-compression in the printed page. Such complex multimodal texts, as previous work on 
multimodality has shown (Baldry, 2000; Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006, Karagevrekis, 2012), can 
be analysed within a social semiotic metafunctional framework, combining Halliday’s metafunctional 
theory (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014) with Bakhtin’s (1986) views on intertextuality and genre. 
Halliday’s theory of metafunctions (ideational, interpersonal and textual), extended to other semiotic 
resources (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2014; Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006), specifies the ways 
in which various semiotic resources intertwine to make meaning in its totality. Bakhtin’s distinction 
between primary (mini-genres) and secondary genres, also applied to multimodal genres (Bakhtin, 
1986; Baldry, 2000; Baldry and Thibault, 2006), shows how primary genres (prefabricated verbal, 
visual units) combine to form the more complex secondary genre. In addition, Bakhtin’s notion of 
social heteroglossia (intertextuality) explores the way a text evokes echoes of other texts. The same 
analytical framework is employed for the analysis of an environmental printed advertisement posted 
for critique in the Ads of the World website, after selection by the site owner. The site is a creative 
advertising archive and community where advertising professionals from all over the world critique 
each other’s work. The aim of the combined metafunctional mini-genre approach is to highlight the way 
the metafunctions, the multimodal (verbal and visual) genres and the principle of intertextuality work 
in synergy to create a meaningful whole. The feedback on the post is also taken into consideration 
in the analysis as it indicates how successful the advertiser’s endeavour has been in persuasively 
foregrounding the desired message. ■
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Stella Karatza
Visual-verbal Relations in SF-MDAs of Reading Comprehension Source Texts: 
Investigating Intersemiotic Ideational Meanings

intersemiosis | intermodal meaning making | visual verbal relations | Systemic Functional Multimodal 
Discourse Analysis (SF-MDA) | multimodality | reading comprehension source texts | ideational 
meanings

Today’s prevalent coexistence of visual and verbal modes in print and electronic media necessitates 
a reconceptualization of the notion of literacy in foreign language teaching and assessment 
contexts. This paper presents the results of research conducted on literacy requirements with 
reading comprehension texts of the National Foreign Language Exam System (Kratiko Pistopiitiko 
Glossomathias-KPG) in English at three language competence levels (B1, B2 and C1). Unlike other 
exam-oriented reading comprehension texts, KPG reading texts are multimodal with the verbal and 
the visual modes working synergistically to construe meaning. Consequently, KPG candidates are 
required to ‘read’ and make sense of both the verbal and the visual elements of the reading texts in 
order to respond to reading comprehension questions. 
This paper adopts a systemic functional (SF) approach to multimodal discourse analysis (MDA) for 
the analysis of reading texts from twelve exam periods (from 2007 to 2012). Emphasis is laid on the 
interplay between the visual mode and the verbal mode, the so-called, ‘intersemiosis’ (O’Halloran et 
al 2012, Holsanova 2012). The contributions of visual and verbal modes are approached conjointly 
through their synergistic effect on the meaning-making potential of the source text (Royce 1998). The 
paper particularly focuses on “intermodal meaning-making” (Unsworth 2007) that KPG candidates 
are engaged in when constructing the ideational meaning. Actually, it examines image/verbiage 
interaction, reports on quantitative and qualitative data as regards the visual-verbal relations of 
similarity and difference and discusses how intersemiosis affects multimodal source text meaning-
making. For the analysis of how visual and verbal components work together to create an impact and 
achieve the purposes of the texts (Tan, K.L.E. and O’Halloran 2012), the Multimodal Analysis Image 
(MMA) interactive software (O’Halloran et al. 2012) was used. ■
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Monika Kavalir
Multimodal Analysis Meets Journalism Ethics

multimodality | journalism ethics | interpersonal metafunctions | Systemic Functional Linguistics | 
critical discourse analysis | media ethics

Multimodal texts, such as newspaper reports, are typically analysed using the established tools 
of Systemic Functional Linguistics, and a lot of attention is usually paid to the interpersonal 
metafunction – often with a critical attitude towards media workers, who do not, for example, visually 
present members of vulnerable groups (such as migrants) as people readers could relate to directly. 
In their work, linguists have so far generally neglected professional standards in journalism and 
the fact that journalism ethics might in some cases take a completely different stand with regard 
to personal integrity. The paper thus looks at the ethical dimension in the multimodal analysis of 
newspaper reports and juxtaposes it with the way media ethics are conceived and applied in the 
various professional codes of ethics and canons of journalism. ■
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Melanie Kerschner
Personalization as Cultural Practice: The Interpersonal Component of Language 
in the Opinion Discourse of British, German, and Italian Quality Press

interpersonal metafunctions | news culture | media linguistics | 
culture-contrastive research | personalization in editorials

“Today, the social construction of news is widely accepted among news scholars” (Johnson-Cartee 
2005: 186). News is not a naturally occurring phenomenon but a product crafted by news assemblers 
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and news agencies, designed to appeal to the news consumer. News events are selected and news 
stories constructed with the reader in mind (cf. Murphy 2005). 
The present research project attempts to give insights into the different interpersonal meanings in 
British, German and Italian editorial discourse by proposing a framework that depicts the relationship 
between the discourse participants involved in the production and the reception of such a news text: 
the journalist(s), the reader(s) and the news actors. The aim is to explore “patterns of interpersonal 
meaning-making” (Halliday/Matthiessen 2014: 42; cf. Coffin/Donohue/North 2009, Halliday/Webster 
2009). 
Apart from the author’s attitudes, evaluations and judgements of the news actors, the news events 
and the reader, the author may also try to solidarize with the reader to gain a shared perspective 
on the news event addressed. The empirical study follows the approach by Landert (2014), who 
classifies the effect of personalization according to three levels on which it can be realized and the 
discourse participant(s) it refers to: 

• the communicative setting (e.g. an opinion-based journalistic genre like the editorial) 
• the content (e.g. Does the news event that is being addressed involve the reader in any sense?) 
• the linguistic realization (through the direct address of the reader, personal pronouns and 

subjective stance)
The presentation will focus on the latter, that is the effect of personalization through the linguistic 
realization, more precisely through the use of personal, possessive and reflexive pronouns. This 
linguistic tool to create “a collective identity that includes the news site as well as the audience” 
(Landert 2014: 199) will be scrutinized from a cross-lingual and cross-cultural perspective of three 
different news cultures (i.e. the British, the German and the Italian). 
Whereas personalization per se has already been subject to quite a number of empirical studies, 
the presentation will try to highlight the role of news culture in the personalization of news events 
and to illuminate differences in the degrees of personalization, its function and the role of the reader, 
an enterprise which has not been undertaken so far. In doing so, the following questions shall be 
addressed: 

• To what extent do the use of personal pronouns and their effect in editorials differ between   the 
three news cultures? 

• Which pronoun dominates editorial discourse: 
   - the self-reference to the author to express opinion and describe personal experiences, 
   - the inclusive we to solidarize with the readership, 
   - the exclusive we to stress the line of the editorial board and to explain their decision making, 
   - or the direct address of the audience to relate to the reader?
• Which news culture exploits personal pronouns as a means to bridge the discursive gap the 

most and what effect does it have on the general style of editorial writing? ■
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Julia Lavid | Lara Moratón
Generic Structures, Rhetorical Relations and Thematic Patterns 
in English and Spanish Journalistic Texts: A Comparative Study

newspaper genres | rhetorical relations | thematic patterns | English | Spanish

This paper provides a corpus-based comparative study of the relationship between global discourse 
structures, rhetorical relations and thematic patterns in a bilingual corpus of written journalistic 
texts belonging to three different genres (letters to the editor, editorials and reports) in English and 
Spanish. Previous corpus-based analyses of news reports and editorials/commentaries in these 
two languages have shed light on the role of clausal thematic choices as signals of their global or 
generic characterisation (see Lavid et al. 2010a; Moratón et al. 2012). In this study we extend this 
comparative analysis to the genre of “letters to the editor”, which has received less attention in the 
literature and examine the correlations between global discourse structures, rhetorical relations and 
the thematic patterns selected by writers of these journalistic texts. 
The data for analysis consists of a bilingual comparable corpus of a total of sixty-two texts, consisting 
of sixteen news reports, sixteen editorials and twenty letters to the editor, evenly divided into English 
and Spanish. All the texts were collected from British and Spanish high-circulation newspapers 
between 2009 and 2013. English texts were extracted from three online newspapers: Times online, 
The Independent and The Telegraph. Spanish texts were gathered from the online versions of three 
high-circulation newspapers such as El País, El Mundo, and La Vanguardia. The analytical tools 
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used for the study are Halliday and Hasan’s concept of Generic Structure Potential (Halliday and 
Hasan 1989) and the further extension presented in Eggins & Martin (1997), Rhetorical Structure 
Theory (Mann and Thompson 1988), Lavid et al.’s model of thematisation for Spanish and English 
(Lavid et al. 2010), and the notion of thematic progression (Danes 1974; Dubois 1987; Eggins 2004, 
inter alia). The results of the corpus analysis revealed interesting correlations between the global 
discourse structures, on the one hand, and the rhetorical relations and thematic patterns selected 
to realise those discourse structures, on the other. News reports, characterised by a three-staged 
generic structure (headline, presentation of the issue, and facts about the issue), typically select the 
Constant TP pattern which repeats and elaborates the topic stated in the headline in both languages 
(English 75% and Spanish 45%). Editorials present a more elaborate generic structure consisting 
of a headline, addressing the issue, outlining the arguments and articulating a position, and prefer 
the Derived TP pattern in both English and Spanish probably due to the explanatory nature of the 
metaphorical headline. Letters to the editor are mostly of the argumentative type thus sharing the 
macro structure of the editorials which is realised by a combination of Themic and Rhemic patterns. 
The language-specific differences between the English and the Spanish texts were mainly related to 
the length of the global discourse structures, generally longer and more explanatory in Spanish than 
in English. The analysis suggests that thematic and rhetorical structuring are not random choices 
in discourse, but can be interpreted functionally as indicative of the genre under study, providing 
linguistic evidence of the global discourse structures which characterise each of these newspaper 
genres. ■
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Nixon Tit-Hei Leung | Loretta Chung-Wing Tam
Striding Through the Storms:
The Politics of Distance in HKUSU Public Statements During the Umbrella Revolution

public statements | genre of political discourse | socio-semiotic distance | new media | 
technologically-mediated public spaces | Umbrella Revolution

Public statements played a key part in the Umbrella Revolution (UR), the largest civil disobedience 
movement in Hong Kong’s history, which was initiated by local students in 2014 to fight for “genuine” 
universal suffrage. The paper presents a text analysis of three public statements issued by The Hong 
Kong University Students’ Union (HKUSU) during the UR and examines the recent changes of this 
public genre associated with the adoption of new media. 
Drawing on Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), the authors first discuss the field, tenor and mode 
of the texts in focus, as well as how the predominant use of classical allusions in their original 
Literary Chinese (wenyan) form served as a distancing strategy to clearly differentiate the declarant’s 
(i.e., the longest-established tertiary students’ organization in the territory) voice from that of the 
addressee (i.e., the general public and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region government). 
Code-mixed texts, in which the highly sophisticated embedded “language” (Literary Chinese) was 
heavily infused into the comparatively profane matrix “language” (Standard Modern Chinese), giving 
rise to an atypical rhetorical style for the genre. A context of production temporally proximate yet 
culturally distant from the context of reception was thus created, during which a significant socio-
semiotic distance (Lam, 2010) between the declarant and the addressee was engendered as a 
salient gesture of elitist nonconformity in the form of a “public-space dialogue” (Boyd, 2014). 
The authors further argue that the implied, quasi-interpersonal nature of the declarant-addressee 
dynamic was made possible by the preferred use of social media and online newspapers as means 
of publishing. The resulting spontaneous access to the public statements and online user interactions 
reshaped the textually unidirectional genre into “technologically–mediated public spaces” (Wodak & 
Wright, 2006) through manipulation and orchestration of semiotic resources. ■
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Eden Sum-Hung Li | Percy L. T Lui | John H. H. Li | Andy Fung
Move, Act and Agenda: Analysing the Discourse of a Televised Political Event in Hong Kong

political discourse | media | televised event | Systemic Functional Linguistics | critical discourse 
analysis | occupy central movement

Political Discourse Analysis (PDA) is closely related to Critical Discourse Analysis in the discipline 
of linguistics, which in turn is associated with Halliday’s (1994, 2004) and Halliday & Hasan’s (1985) 
social semiotic and systemic functional linguistics (SFL) framework. However, few previous PDA 
studies adopt the SFL perspective (Kyrala, 2010; Reyes, 2011). In Hong Kong, while universal 
suffrage has been one of the central issues in the political agenda of Hong Kong, the existing PDA 
studies have mainly been concerned with the peripheral political issues, including political voices 
in verbal arts (e.g., Lin, 2008; Tsang & Wong, 2004), portrayals of image (e.g. Lee, 2004), politics 
of self-censorship in newspapers (e.g. Lee & Lin, 2006), to name but a few. None of the existing 
studies has taken the SFL perspective. Adopting the SFL perspective, the present paper reports 
an empirical study of the political discourse of a televised meeting between government officials 
and student representatives in the Occupy Central Movement in Hong Kong (September-December 
2014). The meeting was considered as a ‘crucial moment’ politically and pragmatically to the future 
development of Hong Kong’s democratization process. This study takes the view that every political 
event is a goal-oriented social activity in which political discourse is a means to achieve the political 
agendas of those political actors taking part in it. Each political actor has his/her role(s) to play 
in order to achieve the stated or hidden political goals in the event. To achieve their goals, these 
political actors shape their choices of political moves, which are achieved through various political 
acts. These political acts, in turn, are realized by various specific linguistic choices. This paper thus 
analyses the government officials and student representatives’ political agendas, political moves, 
political acts and their linguistic realizations in this meeting in order to show how these components 
are associated with each other. ■
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Timo Lothmann
Striking a Chord in the Reader: On Metaphor as a Constituent of the Grammar of Verbal Art

verbal art | Systemic Functional Linguistics | cognitive linguistics | lexical metaphor | 
conceptual metaphor | Blending Theory | Beowulf | metaphysical poetry

Hasan’s framework of verbal art (Hasan 1989; 2007) has provided a fresh perspective on literature as 
a dynamic variety of language use. Building on Halliday’s semiotic system of language as a multiple 
coding array (Halliday 1989), she has suggested an additional stratal system to operationalise the 
artistic in the literary media genre. On this basis, this paper intends to show how metaphors and 
their patterning help construct deeper meaning and thus contribute to the art status of texts. By 
using examples of (lexical) metaphorical instantiations in selected works which have been deemed 
literature for centuries such as Beowulf and metaphysical poetry, it is argued that the symbolic 
articulation of the theme has recourse to particular metaphorical conceptualisations, and their 
realisation as sequences and layers in the text, respectively. To that end, it is proposed to open up 
the systemic-functional basis of Hasan’s semiotic system to the cognitive approaches of conceptual 
metaphor and blending theory. 
The text analysis shows that abstract blending (Fauconnier/Turner 2003), for which conceptual 
metaphors (e.g. Lakoff/Johnson 2011) can be inputs, is suited to establish a complementary pers-

6564



pective to Hasan’s. This paper highlights the explanatory potential that stems from a convergence of 
the frameworks and thus corroborates the lack of boundaries between lexicogrammar and abstract 
conceptualisations of the mind (Holme 2003; Lothmann/Serbina forthc.). Blends are acted out 
and triggered via language, and it is blend stability that serves to achieve consistency of pattern 
foregrounding, which itself is a precondition for recipients of a text to engage with its context of 
creation. In this regard, it is confirmed that the socio-temporal distance of the example texts under 
concern challenges the modern recipient in terms of theme identification and, hence, appreciation of 
the texts as Hasanian works of art. ■
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Antonella Luporini 
Metaphor and the Global Crisis: 
A Corpus-assisted Study of Conceptual and Grammatical Metaphors (Nominalization) 
in the British and Italian Financial Press, 2008

media discourse | financial press | crisis | conceptual metaphor | nominalization | register-idiosyncrasy

This paper reports findings of research into the metaphorical framing of the global crisis in the 
specialized press in 2008. It focuses on crisis-related instantiations of conceptual metaphors (CMs; 
Lakoff and Johnson 1980) and grammatical metaphors, in particular nominalization (Halliday and 
Matthiessen 2014; Thompson 2014), in a corpus of articles from the 2008 issues of two authoritative 
financial newspapers: The Financial Times and the Italian Il Sole 24 Ore. The aim of the comparative 

study is twofold: investigating the register-idiosyncratic nature (Miller and Johnson 2014) of the use 
of metaphorical structures in financial journalism, and examining if - and if yes, how - metaphor 
helped to construe a pessimistic economic outlook, thus legitimizing the rhetoric of austerity that fast 
appeared in the following years. 
Concordances for the keywords ‘crisis’/It. ‘crisi’ were retrieved and analyzed for lexical metaphors 
instantiating CMs/nominalizations. Quantitative analysis revealed that the number of metaphorical 
concordances was significantly high (approximately 50%). This finding, in line with other studies on 
metaphor in specialized languages (e.g. Banks 2003; Charteris-Black and Musolff 2003; Halliday 
2004; Krennmayr 2011), suggests that CMs and nominalizations can be considered register-
idiosyncratic features of the language of financial journalism. Thus, we argue, already in 2008 they 
were possibly perceived by the readership as ‘natural’ ways of conceptualizing/representing the 
crisis (cf. Lakoff and Johnson 1980). Qualitative analysis, to be illustrated through select examples, 
revealed that: 1. linguistic instantiations of CMs framed the economic situation in highly negative 
terms in the British/Italian financial press in 2008, amplifying the tangible effects and inevitability 
of the crisis through CMs like THE CRISIS IS A PHYSICAL OBJECT/DISEASE/WAR/NATURAL 
FORCE, and 2. nominalizations produced semantically opaque, non-negotiable lexico-grammatical 
structures limiting reader accessibility, but also, crucially, working synergistically with CMs to ‘thing-
ify’ (Thompson 2014) the crisis and its disruptive potential, increasing apprehension towards it. ■
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Ulrika Magnusson
Complexity and Grammatical Metaphor in Children’s Literature

children‘s literature | grammatical metaphor | complexity | verbal art

Grammatical metaphor (GM) has often been investigated in specialized registers, and empirical 
studies have been able to confirm theoretical assumptions in Systemic Functional Linguistics of 
its critical role in the construction of specialized and educational knowledge (Halliday 1998) and in 
children’s development of literacy and the language of schooling (Derewianka 1995). Emanating 
from the observation that some children’s books in fact make use of GM to a considerable degree, 
and following Hasan (2007), and her argumentation for the relevance of linguistic perspectives on 
verbal art, this study instead investigates the use of GM in 25 Swedish children’s books, in different 
genres (e.g. picture books, fairy tales, children’s novels), written for children aged two to twelve 
years.
The inherently semantic perspective on complexity that GM represents (cf. Ryshina-Pankova 2015) 
was also compared to syntactic measures of complexity in the same books, as defined in previous 
research on complexity in children’s literature (Lundqvist 1992), e.g. sentence and word length and 
aspects of word order. High measures of GM were shown to correspond to some degree but not 
completely to syntactic complexity, which will be discussed in the paper in terms of the nature of GM 
as complexity.
In addition to the quantity of GM in the texts, the use of GM was investigated in terms of the functions 
these fulfilled in the texts for density, coherence and abstraction (Liardét 2013; Ryshina-Pankova 
2015). The results show an increase in GM in some books for older children, but also high uses 
in some books for younger children, both in terms of occurrence and functions. To explain this 
utilization in verbal art, again following Hasan (ib.), use of GM was interpreted in relation to literary 
themes in the books, for which GM was shown to play a role. ■
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Functional Grammar, Structure and Stratification: A Reflective Research Paper on Communication

functional grammar | dance | structure | stratification | communication | discourse | knowledge | 
semiotics | epistemic communities

After having worked for more than one year on the modelling and initial applications of my Functional 
Grammar of Dance, some reflective activity on the state of my research, its potential for development 
and its possible interdisciplinary impact is a mandatory stage. 
The observation and acknowledgement of the flexibility of the Hallidayan Functional Grammar 
(Halliday & Matthiessen 2014) in the analysis of meaning making practices when working for 
developing new technologies represented an important epistemological journey. The metafunctional 
link between context of communication, semantic affordances and semiotic realizations taps into 
the very nature of human communication as a social practice and offers a simple and very effective 
platform for the development and advancement of interdisciplinary studies related to communication 
theory and practice. 
One of the most important transferable notions of the Hallidayan grammar is that of stratification, 
especially when working in order to establish what can be defined as a structure in a non-verbal 
semiotic system like dance. Several metaphors have been used in dance studies to model new 
approaches to the theory of dance and the principles of choreography (Hanstain 1999) but the 
classical approaches look mostly at dance as a form of art eliciting emotions through visual patterns 
and at the nature of the dynamic object (Bellucci 2015, Pape 2015) rather than at dance as a form of 
intra- and intercultural communication. 
Drawing on the work I have carried out so far and on the latest version of my Functional Grammar of 
Dance (Maiorani 2016, in press), I will compare the notions of structure and stratification in verbal, 
visual, and movement semiotics to try and define the relationship between discourse, the relativity of 
knowledge and those socio-cultural conglomerations that van Dijk (2014: 6 ff.) defines as epistemic 
communities. ■

bellucci, F. (2015) Exploring Peirce’s speculative grammar: The immediate object of a sign. Sign 
Systems Studies, 43 (4), 399-418. 

6968



gruber, H. and Redeker, g. (eds.). (2014) The Pragmatics of Disdcourse Coherence: Theories 
and applications. Amsterdam-Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 

HAlliDAY, M.A.K. and Matthiessen, C.M.I.M. (2014). Halliday’s Introduction to Functional Grammar, 
4th edition. London-New York: Routledge. 

HAnstein, P. (1999) Models and Metaphors: Theory Making and the Creation of New Knowledge. In 
Sondra Horton Fraleigh and Penelope Hanstein (eds.) Researching Dance, 62-88. London: 
Dance Books. 

mAiorAni, A. (2016) (in press) Making Meaning Through Movement: A Functional Grammar of 
Dance. In: O’Halloran, Kay/Janina Wildfeuer and Maria Grazia Sindoni (eds.) Multimodal 
Perspectives in performing Arts. London-New York: Rutledge. 

pApe, H. (2015) C.S. Peirce on the dynamic object of a sign: From ontology to semiotics and back. 
Sign Systems Studies, 43 (4), 419-437. 

reYnolDs, D. and Reason, m (eds.). (2012) Kinesthetic Empathy in creative and Cultural Practices. 
Bristol, UK – Chicago, USA: Intellectual. 

vAn DiJK, T. (2014) Discourse and Knowledge: A Sociocognitive Approach. Cambridge: CUP.

Marina Manfredi
Popular Science Articles in/from Broadsheet Newspapers, Consumer and Specialized Magazines: 
Engagement and Graduation Resources from a Translation Perspective

Systemic Functional Linguistics | translation studies | popular science | media translation

The paper is focussed on media translation in an SFL perspective. Although firmly rooted in SFL and 
Translation Studies (TS), it also draws on journalism, media studies and science communication. 
In particular, it deals with the register/genre of popular science feature article in broadsheet 
newspapers, consumer and specialized magazines, an area of significant importance which is 
still largely underexplored in both SFL and TS, with a few exceptions (e.g., Minelli de Oliveira & 
Pagano 2006; Liao 2011, 2013; Kranich et al. 2012; Olohan 2016). It aims at exploring the issue of 
subjectivity in popular science texts in the written media as conveyed through evaluative language 
choices. Special focus is thus on the translation of interpersonal meanings (Halliday 1994; Halliday 
& Matthiessen 2014) realized through the appraisal systems, and especially through the attendant 
resources of engagement and graduation (Martin & White 2005), which, as Munday (2012, 2015) 
contends, have so far been relatively overlooked in TS. 
The paper discusses the results of an investigation on a corpus of articles included in the ‘Science’/ 
‘Technology’ sections of the Italian consumer magazine, Internazionale, translated from a variety of 
English sources, i.e., broadsheet newspapers, consumer and specialized magazines. Analysis is 

centred on ‘evaluation shifts’ occurring when an English Source Text (ST) is rendered into an Italian 
Target Text (TT). 
The paper has two main goals: on the one hand, it aims at offering a comparative approach 
contrasting a related register/genre – the popular science feature article – in different media with a 
different degree of popularization. On the other hand, it seeks to establish: (1) if translation choices 
at the level of engagement and graduation in a TT seem to be linked to the different degree of 
popularization in different STs; (2) to what degree shifts (that might even be linked to the technical 
contraints of the medium) seem to reflect the ideological positioning of the translator/editor and may 
influence the final perception of the reader. ■
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Christian M.I.M. Matthiessen
Media as Institutions, Media as Registers

media discourse | context | meaning potential | register | institution | lexis | grammar | motif | 
semogenesis

Relating to the theme of ESFLC 2016, “Functional Linguistic and Social Semiotic Approaches to the 
Media”, I will explore institutionally in terms of context and registerially in terms of meanings “at risk” 
in language and other (denotative) semiotic systems. Contextually, the institution — or institutions — 
of the media can be characterized in terms of field, tenor and mode; and this includes different media 
voices within tenor and their domains within field, building on the work in SFL that goes back to the 
1980s or even the late 1970s. 
Adopting a phylogenetic perspective is helpful here since the cultural conditions under which the 
media evolved have been documented (cf. Nanri’s, 1993, study of one motif within news reporting, 
and Iedema, Feez & White’s, 1994, report on media literacy): this evolution is recent (in terms of 
“big history”) and restricted to societies characterized by certain socio-economic conditions; and 
developments are enabled materially by technological developments opening up new channels 
— e.g. the telegraph, and more recently the Internet and mobile devices, while at the same time 
potentially being constrained by factors relating to tenor (e.g. political and economic power, with 
increased concentration of control). One crucial consequence has been the blurring of the sharing of 
private opinions and the exploring of public (sub-)cultural values, and also the emergence of citizen 
journalists (cf. Macnamara, 2010, The 21st century media (r)evolution: emergent communication 
practices, who also points out how recent the phenomenon of privacy is). 
These technologically enabled developments have added further diversity to “the media” in 
institutional terms, and this diversity — which now includes new financial models for the delivery of 
news — is both reflected in and constructed through the wide range of registers that collectively make 
up the meaning potential of the media (or seen from the instance end of the cline of instantiation, 
“media discourse”). While chronicling the flow of (reportable) events has been seen as central to 
the media, they engage in other activities as well, including ones that are more overtly concerned 
with the enactment of values. Any news provider — newspapers, news magazines, radio and TV 
news programmes, news “curators”, and even citizen journalists — will be likely to include not only 
chronicling but also instructing, advising, promoting, reviewing, arguing and even sharing activities. 
Here the phylogenetic perspective is again illuminating. Given diachronic corpora such as the corpus 
of Time Magazine from 1923 to 2006, we can try to track changes over shorter or longer periods of 
time. For example, how have the three motifs in the news Halliday (1993) changed — the 3-D motifs 
of Death, Dollars and Discourse? This is the kind of question non-linguist researchers have tried to 

explore using computational techniques under the heading of “Culturomics”, e.g. using Google’s 
Ngram Viewer (cf. Matthiessen, 2014, on appliable discourse analysis). Here we are still largely 
limited to the most exposed part of language — lexis, and some findings will be fairly predictable. 
Thus in the Times Magazine corpus, it is hardly surprising that war peaks in the 1940s, and similarly 
that terrorism and terrorist peak in the 1980s, then drop off in the 1990s, but are now on the rise 
again, reaching a much higher frequency since the 1990s than even in the 1980s. The fact that 
defense (in the US American spelling of defence) peaks in the 1950s after World War II is perhaps 
somewhat more surprising, but this is also the decade when cold war becomes much more frequent. 
I’ll discuss various related lexical fields, including those relating to the changing Zeitgeist, but I will 
try to complement this grammatically. ■

Sonja Molnar
“The world’s best car” | Exploring Evaluative Voices in Print Advertisements

media linguistics | advertising | genre change | diachronic corpus linguistics | multimodality

Historically shaped by a continuous process of genre as well as media diversification, advertisements 
have been “selling” consumers what to buy for centuries. Their product appraisals, which demonstrate 
a varied use of lexico-grammatical and rhetorical peculiarities, have driven public opinions from the 
early street cries to today’s viral “likes” (Bhatia 2005, 214). Up to date it remains largely unexplored 
how this type of discourse has changed its persuasive style to match the social, cultural and 
political demands of its times. Linguistic research has primarily been centered on the pragmatic/
semantic features of advertising language – its wealth of positively connotated adjectives, its poetic 
diction, its integration of metaphors – as well as on the combination of various semiotic modes 
(Leech 1966; Forceville 1996, 2014; Gieszinger 2001; Stöckl 2009). This paper, as part of a larger 
dissertation project, aims to expand current SFL knowledge by investigating the evaluative stance 
encoded in this media genre. Based on Martin/White (2005), a selected corpus of British, American 
and Australian print advertisements will be examined to unveil the verbal strategies that express 
evaluative, especially attitudinal, meanings. An analysis of the visual appraisal system, applying 
Economou’s (2009; 2014) framework, will further specify the intersemiotic construction of brand 
identities. Covering 300 years of transportation history, this diachronic study will illustrate how lexical 
and pictorial resources are combined to actively evoke positive product attitudes in promotional texts. 
A cross-cultural comparison of these ad copies, mainly endorsing automobiles, will demonstrate to 
what extent these “choice[s] of appraisal reflec[t] and reinforce[e] the ideological values of the[ir 
respective] culture” (Thompson 2014, 80). ■
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Ann Montemayor-Borsinger | Ana Maria Coria | Maria Cristina Spinola 
Media and Education: A Functional View on Simplification Criteria 
of News Articles in the Second Language Classroom

media and education | lexico-grammar | criteria of simplification

This paper presents the results of a study conducted within the framework of Systemic Functional 
Linguistics analyzing the lexico-grammatical criteria used for simplifying news articles to adapt them 
to levels of linguistic proficiency found in second language classrooms. The analysis focuses on 
different versions of news articles corresponding to Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced levels. 
The original versions come from The Guardian, with simplified versions made by a major publisher 
for an English as a Second Language website (http://www.onestopenglish.com). The results of 
our analyses show that the changes focus mainly on the ideational metafunction with a decrease 

in the logical complexity of subordination in the simplified texts for the ESL classroom. They also 
involve a decrease in experiential grammatical metaphors. In this latter case abstract nominal post-
modification structures, including present and past participle as well as prepositional phrases, are 
expressed as finite clauses in the simplified ESL texts (Martin 1989, Christie & Derewianka 2008, 
Rose & Martin 2012). Changes in the textual metafunction involve going from more “contentful” to 
“more contentlight” Themes (Berry 2013), and changes in the interpersonal metafunction involve 
going from more abstract to more concrete grammatical subjects. ■
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Esterina Nervino
Constructing Brand Identity in the Social Media: 
A Multimodal Analysis

multimodality | social semiotics | social media

This work in progress paper presents two main research questions: 1) What are the socio-semiotic 
processes that characterize the digital environment of corporate Facebook pages? 2) How is 
the meaning-making “labour” (Matthiessen, 2009) divided between the semiotic resources of 
language and picture in the Facebook posts under focus? First of all, the constraints of the digital 
platform (Eisenlauer, 2014) and the features of the luxury fashion industry (Okonkwo, 2010) will 
be discussed. Afterwards, the multimodal analysis will focus on the meaning-making process in 
the corporate Facebook pages of luxury fashion firms. The methodology proposed bridges social 
semiotics (Hodge and Kress, 1988) and luxury brand management strategies (Kapferer, 2012) and 
intends to contribute to the implementation of the existing multimodal frameworks to be applied in 
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the digital environment. The data include Facebook posts (language and pictures) collected from the 
official corporate Facebook pages of brands selected according the international ranking Best Global 
Brands 2014 (Interbrand). The analysis operationalizes the “registerial cartography” proposed by 
Matthiessen (2015) to identify the socio-semiotic processes involved in the meaning-making process 
and Martinec and Salway (2005) to map out the division of the labour between the different modes. 
The analysis applies the visual grammar (Kress and van Leeuwen, 1996) to present the instantiations 
of the meanings realized in the Facebook posts. The preliminary findings show the hybridity of the 
socio-semiotic processes that blends the ‘recommending-promoting’ given by the nature of the data 
and different processes such as ‘reporting-chronicling’ and ‘expounding-explaining’ that accomplish 
specific marketing strategies. In addition, the division of the semiotic labour is found to be assigned to 
language and pictures through the deployment of intersemiotic relations that shift from ‘elaboration’ 
in which the language conveys a more general meaning and ‘enhancement’ realized through the 
pictures that put emphasis on the spatio-temporal location of the processes. ■
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Gerard O‘Grady
An Accidental Economist as Represented in the Guardian

transitivity | choice | language of the press

This paper investigates how the British left of Centre newspaper, the Guardian construed the former 
Greek Finance Minister, Yanis Varoufakis during his time in office. It explores how the newspaper 
employed lexicogrammatical choices to realize texts, which represented Varoufakis as an inhabitant 
of worlds normally dissociated from politics. It shows that the newspaper mainly through its choices 
of Material and Relational verbal processes consistently represented him not only as an actor in a 
political world but also simultaneously represented him as an actor in a celebrity world. By depicting 
him as a celebrity, the newspapers denigrated his gravitas as a politician and situated him as both 
a political dilettante and interloper. This had the crucial effect of obscuring the import of Varoufakis’ 
counter-hegemonic proposals and naturalising the Euro group’s imposition of austerity as the only 
solution. Simultaneously alternate explanations for the crisis in the Eurozone were obscured. ■

Kay O‘Halloran | Peter Wignell | Sabine Tan
Text and Image Relations in Violent Extremist Discourse: Integrating Multimodal Discourse Analysis 
with Data Mining and Information Visualization for Big Data Analytics

multimodal discourse analysis | text and image relations | data mining | information visualisation | 
big data analytics | violent extremist discourse | Islamic State

We present a theoretical approach which aims to integrate qualitative methods of multimodal 
discourse analysis with quantitative methods of data mining and information visualization to analyse 
how violent extremist groups use language and images to legitimise extremist views, incite violence 
and recruit in online propaganda materials, and how these materials are re-used in different media 
platforms (e.g. social media, online news etc) for various purposes. The organisation which refers to 
itself as Islamic State (also known as ISIS and ISIL) and the English language edition of their online 
magazine Dabiq1 are selected for this purpose, given the prominence of this extremist group and 
their prolific media output (Zelin, 2015). While all Islamic State media content is published in Arabic, 
much is also published in other languages to reach non-Arabic speaking audiences, particularly 
Western audiences. This study focuses on materials published in English, the language other than 
Arabic most frequently used by the group. 
The approach is based on Michael Halliday’s (e.g. 1978, 2003) systemic functional theory which 
conceptualizes language and other resources as ‘system’ (i.e. the meaning potential) and as ‘text’ 
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(i.e. the instance). This provides a theoretical basis for (a) modelling semiotic resources as inter-
related systems of meaning, and (b) analysing how choices from the different systems work together 
to create meaning contextually in multimodal texts. In this case, the aims are: 

 • to analyse how the text and images in the Islamic State’s magazine Dabiq1 function to 
  promote extremist views, incite violence, and recruit jihadists.
 • to use data mining to analyse how these images are re-contextualized multimodally 
  in social media, online news and other websites to promote and resist violent extremism.
 • to develop an interactive information visualizations for displaying the resulting 
  discourse patterns.

The broader aim is to contribute to what promises to be one of the key areas of research in the 
coming decades: the interdisciplinary study of big (digital) data sets of human discourse.

The paper consists of three parts (25 minutes for each presenter):
 a) Overview of the theoretical framework
 b) Islamic State: Background information
 c) Sample analysis of Islamic State’s Dabiq magazine ■
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Miriam Pérez-Veneros
The System of Projection in the British Press: Packaging Voices in the Popularization of Science

projection | science popularizations | packaging of voices | nominalizations

An analysis has been carried out on how the system of projection is realized in science popularization 
articles from the British press. Taken as the phenomenon by which we (re)construct a previous 

(linguistic) representation of the real world, studies on projection have focused on the range of 
structural options used for projecting (e.g. Semino and Short 2004; Elorza and Pérez-Veneros 2014) 
or also on the types of participants whose voices are projected (Hawes and Thomas 2012; Hawes 
2014). Thompson (1994) has suggested that we can study projection in two different ways: by 
tracking a meaning to see whether it appears as Proposition, Fact, or nominalization; or by having 
a look at the distribution and function of a single meaning and how it is projected along the text. He 
points out that typically what we find in texts is that propositions develop along a cline of projection 
from first appearance in text until their meaning can be completely packaged into a nominalization 
which, in turn, can also function as a participant (see also Halliday 1994).
In order to study the dynamics of projection in the dissemination of science in the written media, my 
analysis delves into the question of how scientific knowledge is constructed in texts as projection 
(either as Proposition, Fact or Thing, in line with Thompson’s 1994 taxonomy) by looking at whether 
(and to what extent) material participants typically present in this text-type (e.g. the study, the research, 
etc.) are a result of the ‘packaging’ of a previous projection, and which type of projection is favoured 
in those cases. To this aim, a corpus consisting of 100 cases of projection has been compiled and 
manually analysed. The results show that projection is mainly realized through Propositions and 
Facts in popularizations, although there are also cases in which the words of others are projected 
as Things, thus taking the role of participants of a new projection. Besides, in this corpus these 
fully-packaged projections tend to appear at the beginning of the text to evolve later into either 
Propositions or Facts, which contrasts greatly with previous results (cf. Thompson 1994). ■
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Jana Pflaeging
On the Emergence of Image-Nuclear News Stories in the National Geographic Magazine

image-nuclear news story | diachronic genre analysis | multimodality | National Geographic Magazine

Over the past 100 years, eye-catching photographs have grown into a “mainstay and distinguishing 
feature” of the National Geographic Magazine‘s popular science journalism (Lutz & Collins 1993: 
27). Whereas the photographs have traditionally been published as part of the magazine’s prominent 
genre Feature Article, an increasing emphasis on the visual seems to have culminated in the 
introduction of the genre ‚Visions of Earth‘ in 2004. Weaving together a picture spread and a short 
caption with headline, it seems to afford self-sufficient image-nuclear news stories (see Caple 2008, 
2013). This image-centric addition to the genre profile (Luginbühl 2014) is particularly interesting 
considering a previous structural reorganization within the magazine’s Feature Articles. Here, picture 
spreads and their captions have gradually turned into spatially distinct multimodal ensembles that 
stand out as reception units within the genre’s layout space.
A diachronic linguistic and multimodal analysis of the genres Feature Article (text exemplars from 
1985, 1995, 2005 and 2015) and Visions of Earth (text exemplars from 2005 and 2015) allows 
tracing the formation of image-dominant clusters and the subsequent emergence of structurally and 
functionally distinct image-nuclear news stories. Insights could also be gleaned as to what shifts and 
changes in terms of multimodal macro-structure, image and caption design, as well as language-
image-links give rise to image-nuclear news stories. This contribution also approaches the question 
of whether the co-presence of structurally similar language-image-clusters in the genre profile of one 
and the same medium leads to processes of pattern divergence or assimilation. The results of this 
genre-contrastive analysis should also become interpretable in the light of more general trends such 
as visualization and personalization that have been described as sub-processes of mediatization (cf. 
Androutsopoulos 2014). ■
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Diane Potts
Persistence, Temporality and the Remediation of Plurilingual Speech

multimodality | plurlilingualism | remediation | speech/writing

In this paper, I am interested in: a) the extent to which the persistence of digital communication is 
implicated in the dissolution of the distinctions more spoken-like and more written-like, often used 
in describing the mode continuum, and b) the relevance of persistence for learners’ recognition and 
sanctioned use of their plurilingual resources in formal educational contexts. While the concept of 
persistent conversation (Bregman & Haythornthwaite, 2003) foregrounds the impact of digitalization 
on social relations, its primary emphasis has been the influence of texts’ temporality on evolving 
genres and practices. However, changes in the extent to which writing, speech and image persist 
over time may also impact how “means for making meaning become visible and recognizable” 
(Bezemer & Kress, 2016, p. 5). For classroom contexts, this include students’ recognition of the 
value and potential uses of their plurilingual resources. Drawing on an example from a national 
Canadian study on multiliterate pedagogies, I illustrate how a young learner used video of multilingual 
classroom interaction to design a web-based multimodal ensemble that she subsequently used in 
conversation with her mother, who was less fluent in English. Text analysis combined with classroom 
observation and interview data will show how the student repurposed her use of Cantonese in a 
classroom project to demonstrate to her mother the acceptability of multilingual practices within the 
school environment. The ability to demonstrate rather than describe these practices contributed to 
her mother’s decision to attend a school event. I close with a discussion of the place of persistence 
and temporality in the analysis of multimodal texts, particularly as they relate to speech and writing, 
and of the insights such analyses might yield in investigations of cultural practices. ■

Note:  I use plurilingual in reference to individuals’ capacities and multilingual to describe spaces  
 and contexts.
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Carlos Prado Alonso
The Interpersonal Metafunction of And-Parenthetical Constructions 
in British and American Newspapers

and-parentheticals | newspapers reportages | newspapers editorials | newspapers reviews | 
markers of persuasion | texual variation

Parenthetical constructions are detached structures (often clauses) which may be inserted in the 
middle of another structure, and which are not fully integrated in the sense that they could be omitted 
without affecting the rest of the structure. This study provides a corpus-based analysis of one type 
of parenthetical construction, namely and-parenthetical, as shown in (1), in texts taken from press 
reportages, press editorials and press reviews.

1)  What I’m saying — and I’m really agreeing with Bill here — is that anti-social behaviour 
 orders are the end of the line. (and-parenthetical)

In the last decade, parenthetical constructions have been the subject of extensive research from a 
functional perspective (cf. Blakemore 2005, 2006, 2007; or Dehé 2014; Dehé and Kavalova, 2007, 
among others), but the analysis of and-parentheticals has been utterly neglected, apart from some 
isolate hints here and there. In addition, the few studies on the topic have considered these types 
of parenthetical constructions a speech-bound phenomenon and, for this reason, their analysis has 
been neglected in the written mode (cf. Kalakova 2007). In order to bridge this gap, this study offers 
a corpus-based analysis of this construction in texts taken from the press. 
The data for this study are taken from six computerised corpora of British and American Present-
day English written texts taken from the BROWN family of corpus: namely the LOB, the Brown, the 
FLOB, the FROWN, BrE06 and AmE06.
It is also usually argued that and-parenthetical clauses are the result of a stylistic choice or the re-
sult of a sort of on-line reformulation and revision (cf. Blakemore, 2005). Beyond that, however, the 
analysis of the data retrieved from the corpora will show that these types of constructions are also 
attested in writing and that, in press reportages, press editorials or press reviews, they can also be 
considered interpersonal discourse markers of persuasion and addressor involvement in discourse. 
In sum, the paper will shed light on frequency and distribution of and-parenthetical constructions 
in British and American English newspapers. The data will also show that, if we compare its use in 
press reportages, editorials and reviews, it is clear that and-parentheticals serve an interpersonal 
metafunction in discoures and may be used to provide the addressee with (background) information 
expressing the addressor’s degrees of commitment, judgments, or opinions in the context of the 
main utterance. ■
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Caitlyn Rhodes
The Doctored Image: Photographic Fact or Fiction

photographic manipulation | media | society | visual | meaning-making

We are a society that has become dependent on the media for information. It is, therefore, important 
to understand how the media impacts the viewer. In order to understand photographic manipulation 
and what it entails one must first consider its origins. David Levi Strauss (2011) said that “seeing 
is believing. This makes it possible for us to be manipulated and influenced by technical images in 
a particular way”. Many believe that photo manipulation is a recent activity. However, an analysis 
of a handful of historical photographs shows that this is not the case. According to Time online, 
“photographers have been manipulating imagery since the medium was invented”. The paper will 
give an overview of the history of photo manipulation with examples dating back to the Victorian Era. 
In 1860 Abraham Lincoln’s office released an image of Lincoln´s head which had been photo-shopped 
onto the body of John Calhoun, a Southern politician´s body (n.n, 2012). In 1863 Alexander Gardner 
took a photo of a dead soldier in a sharpshooter´s den. Gardner moved the corpse and propped 
up the soldiers head so that the light hit his face (Parkinson, 2013). The photographer placed his 
personal rifle in the photograph to add to the composition of the image. In 1912 Roosevelt was 
running for the head of the bull political party. The choice to cut and paste Roosevelt´s body onto a 
moose is a representation of the frontiersman who tamed the Wild West. Later, in 1970 four students 
were killed as Ohio National Guard troops shot at anti-war demonstrators. According to Time online, 
a visually distracting fencepost was removed from the original photograph because it distracted from 
its purpose, which was to shed light on the murder of the students. 
According to Hofer and Swan (2005) there are four main types of manipulation. They are ́ re-touching´, 
insertion of details, photomontage and ´false captioning´. This analysis proceeds on the premise 
that there are two main motivations for photographic manipulation. The first is that technological 
advancements have created a digital age that makes it easier for society to doctor photographs. The 
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second involves the manipulation of viewers, which is often seen in political or marketing campaigns. 
While these types of manipulation are useful, the categorisation is still incomplete. This analysis will, 
therefore, seek to add to these types of manipulation by using Kress and van Leeuwen´s Grammar 
of Visual Design (2006). The results of this analysis show that the Compositional meaning within 
a photograph is the most susceptible to manipulation. The two systems that are most exploited 
through manipulation are salience and framing. According to Kress and van Leeuwen, salience 
“deals with how elements attract the attention of the viewer through different aspects like placement, 
size, contrast, and colour”. Framing refers to how participants are connected to other elements in the 
photograph, through vectors or lines such as gaze.
This model is used to establish the levels of manipulation present in an image. Kress and van 
Leeuwen‘s 2006 approach to reading images is a way of establishing a foundation. A foundation 
based on how manipulation not only changes an image´s structure but how it impacts the way 
a viewer interprets an image´s meaning. The results of the human psychological responses from 
the first step of the analysis prove that increased levels of manipulation can have a greater impact 
on the message within an image. Through manipulation the messages within these images have 
been turned into a lie. This paper seeks to shed light on these lies and uncover the motivation and 
techniques behind photographic manipulation. ■
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Kress, G.R. and van Leeuwen, T (1996) Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design. 
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Luke Andrew Rudge 
Schematising the Rank Scale of British Sign Language

sign language | visual-spatial modality | BSL | rank scale | SFL

Systemic functional linguistics (SFL) provides flexible resources when analysing linguistic commu-
nication, and its adaptation to multimodal communication and visual design contexts has demonstrated 
its extensibility. However, languages that function outside of the spoken and written modalities, such 
as British Sign Language (BSL), are yet to be analysed in any great detail through SFL. 

BSL operates in the visual-spatial modality, complete with phonological, morphological and syntactic 
complexity (Sandler and Lillo-Martin 2006). When analysing BSL and other sign languages, there 
are traits that must be considered, including the simultaneous vs. sequential nature of linguistic 
production, and the use of depicting constructions and gesture alongside fully lexical signs (Johnston 
2012). If current frameworks suited to spoken/written language analysis are to be applied to visual-
spatial languages, some adaptation must arguably occur. Studies in this latter area are rare and 
often vague, as demonstrated in Matthiessen, Teruya and Lam (2010), who state that visual-spatial 
lexicogrammar is “realised as sign” (p.242). While this definition is broadly true, it is one that fails to 
incorporate the more intricate and complex traits of BSL. 
The focus of this presentation will be on developing a rank scale for BSL in line with the definitions 
given by Halliday and Matthiessen (2013), chiefly observing the structure of the scale with regards 
to unit complexing and how smaller units may form larger units. This will be performed via the 
combination of current research in sign linguistics alongside analysed data obtained from my doctoral 
research. Queries will also be raised for discussion with regards to the aforementioned modality-
specific idiosyncrasies in sign languages. The goal of this presentation is both to strengthen this 
proposed model for future research, and to present the potential of visual-spatial linguistic analysis 
in SFL studies overall. ■
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Cambridge University Press.

Kerstin Rumpeltes
Nominalizations in Translations from English into German

grammatical metaphor | language typology | cohesion | information structure | 
translation studies | contrastive linguistics | contrastive register studies

Previous research on translations of the language-pair English-German in different registers (Hansen-
Schirra et al., 2012: 262) has shown that German is more nominal than English, i.e. when comparing 
part-of-speech distributions across English and German, the relative frequency of nominal categories 
in German is typically higher than in English.
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A higher proportion of nominal categories is partly due to the use nominalizations. Deverbal nomi-
nalizations form the focus of this study which takes the concept of “grammatical metaphor“ as it 
has been defined by Halliday and Matthiessen 1999 as well as Halliday/Martin 1993 as a starting 
point, and investigates nominalizations in English and German and their translations in texts of 
different registers (ESSAY, POPULAR SCIENCE, SHARE) in the GeCCo corpus (http://www.gecco.
uni-saarland.de/GECCo/en.Home.html), to find out if and how the degree of metaphoricity changes 
in translations of (complex) nominalizations from English into German.
First results indicate that different factors play a role as to whether the translation of a grammatical 
metaphor from English into German has an equal, higher or lower degree of metaphoricity than the 
nominalization in the source text. These factors are: 
 - language-typology 
 - cohesion and coherence
 - the different information structures of English and German
 - the translation process itself 
 - the register or genre of the text 
Moreover, the results have shown that, apart from the above-mentioned factors, features known as 
“translation universals“, i.e. simplification, explicitation/implicitation (Baker 2011), interference (Toury 
2005), shining through (Teich 2003), and normalization/standardization (Delaere et al. 2012) can be 
observed in the data investigated.
The paper will present the quantitative and qualitative results of the translation of ing-nominalizations 
and nominalizations with the suffixes -(t)ion, -ment, -ance/-ence and -ure (in subject position), with the 
aim of providing a clearer picture as to why the degree of metaphoricity changes during the process 
or as a result of translation of nominalizations from English into German and whether interference 
or an influence of the source on the target text can be observed, possibly giving rise to language 
change in the three registers scrutinized (cf. Kranich et al. 2012). ■
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Nicholas Sampson | Gail Forey | Francis Low
“This ad made me rethink my life”: A Multimodal Analysis 
of Western Sydney University’s “Deng Thiak Adut Unlimited” TV Advertisement

multimodal analysis | TVC | appraisal | intertextuality

In September 2015, Western Sydney University posted a television commercial (TVC) on YouTube. 
Entitled “Deng Thiak Adut Unlimited”, the 1’ 30” TVC told the true story in snapshot of Deng Thiak 
Adut’s journey from Sudanese child soldier to WSU law graduate and refugee lawyer. As of January 
2016, the TVC had been viewed 1,990,846 times, and received 13,778 likes. Also of interest are the 
news headings describing the TVC, such as “Western Sydney University releases powerful ad on 
graduate’s harrowing story” and “this extraordinary and moving ad for an Australian university is like 
nothing you’ve ever seen before”. 
We report a multimodal analysis of the TVC (Bateman and Schmidt, 2012; Monaco, 1981; Brown, 
2012), investigating the range of semiotic resources (image, text and music) employed, and showing 
how the combination of these resources, when acting in symbiotic consort, create a powerful 
message. 
We will also discuss the intertextuality of the TVC by undertaking a discourse and appraisal analysis 
approach (Martin & White, 2005) to a sample of the 502 online comments posted in response to the 
advertisement, which overwhelmingly focus on the emotional impact that it had on viewers. While 
undoubtedly a very powerful TVC that touched a chord in millions of people, it also raises interesting 
questions of tenor – who is the intended audience for this TVC? The social mediation and viral 
nature of the advertisement extends beyond simply attracting potential students and/or promoting 
the University. The ideological positioning of the text within a tertiary and political context raises 
bigger questions. What is the role of education in the plight of third world countries, refugees and the 
underprivileged, and what is the role of tertiary educators? 
This paper focuses on an examination of the medium-specific multimodal patterns of texture found in 
the TVC, and critically discusses the questions it raises in the wider educational context. ■
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Sonja Starc
Semiotic Modes Expressing Positive Evaluation in New Media Advertisements

advertisement | text patterns | positive evaluation | media | genres | multimodality | 
medium-specific mode combination | socio-cultural values

This paper builds upon the author‘s (2007) previous research on the newspaper advertisment as 
a genre, and its possible changes within time (from mid 19th to mid 20th cent.). The analysis is 
based upon Hoey‘s (2001) theory on the culturally popular text patterns, merged with the theoretical 
concepts of the visual grammar (Kress & van Leeuwen 2004), and the SFL-Thematic-Rhemetic 
structure (Halliday & Matthiessen 2004, Thompson 2004), and proves that throughout the century 
the inherent structure of advertisements – the two text patterns: either the Problem – Solution or 
Desire Arousal – Fulfilment pattern with their important phase Positive Evaluation – has not changed. 
However, it states that with the higher frequency of publishing the advert for the same product, the 
phenomenon of modification of the text pattern phase(s) occured, in which the Positive Evaluation 
in the Rheme equals the object of desire in the Theme, thus the Thematic Equative allows the 
formation of a new, condensed advert with just the name of the object of desire (advertised product) 
which functions as metonymy. These forms of condensations of advert may occur when the reader 
can infer the information connected to the advert from the cultural environment in which the advert 
as genre became a part of it. That means that the notion of the genre characteristics itself implies the 
understanding of how the used semiotic sources make meaning. 
Due to new technologies in printed media advert becomes more and more multimodal. Thus even 
the Positive Evaluation tends to be expressed by pictorial semiotic mode, as well as verbal. 
In this presentation the author further explores the above mentioned findings, applying them in the 
analysis of a sample of multimodal advertisements in new media (TV and Internet), focusing on 
 a) the impact of media on the choice of different semiotic modes (3-D space, sound, 
  kinetics) used in the phases of the text pattern, the Positive Evaluation in particular, 
  and their meaning making, 
 b) the socio-cultural values in terms of Appraisal in discourse semantics that function 
  as the Positive Evaluation, and 

 c) how the typical characteristics of (multimodal) advert and the expressed values in the 
  Positive Evaluation are perceived by the audience. 

Thus the present analysis has been expanded with the application of the Appraisal (Martin & White 
2005) and Genre (Martin & Rose 2008, Bateman 2011) theory, study on semiotics of space (Ventola 
2011) and a case study (questionnaire, sample of 85 students). ■
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Hartmut Stöckl
Image-Nuclear News Stories:
Towards a Typology and Multimodal Description of Current Image-centric News Media Practices

multimodal news genres | language-image-relations | image-nuclearity

Ever since Barthes’ seminal essay the relative status of language and image has been a major focus 
in systemic functional descriptions of multimodal genres (Bateman 2014: 191ff.). Its importance is 
reflected in recent applications to news genres, where a different status of press photographs leads 
to the contrasting text types ‘image-nuclear (or centric)’ vs. ‘verbiage-nuclear news story’ (Caple 
2008; Caple 2013: 127ff./142ff). While this distinction seems intuitively plausible, it is far from clear 

8988



which criteria contribute to image-centrality. What is more, the binary typology obscures the genre 
variety resulting from different inter-semiotic relations.
Based on a theoretical reflection of image-centrality the present contribution sets out to draw up 
a typology of image-nuclear news stories, which indicates the genre-space of such texts and the 
diversity of multimodal design-options. Using selected image-nuclear news stories drawn from 
national German and English print-newspapers (e.g. Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Süddeutsche 
Zeitung, Welt, Guardian, Times) and a larger corpus of front-page stories (Stöckl 2015a) the paper 
aims to sketch out genre prototypes (e.g. news-in-brief, teaser, editorial, explainer, entertainer etc.) 
that respond to different text functions (e.g. narrating, commenting, surveying etc.). 
The distinctions between the various image-nuclear news genres will be based on linguistic and 
multimodal descriptions. In this sense the paper is not purely empirical but also highlights an 
analytical method applicable to other multi-semiotic genres. First, we will look at generic structure, 
which may include headline, image, prosodic tail and caption and produces various multimodal 
rhetorical clusters (Schriver 1997). Second, the type of image used and its visual grammar (Machin 
2007: 109ff.) exert a strong influence on genre. Third, rhetorical relations between image and text will 
differ as to how captions contain ‘experiential orientation’ and ‘contextual expansion’ (Caple 2013: 
130ff.). Finally, genre distinctions may emerge from different logical conjunctive relations and from 
differences in the types and frequency of cohesive ties (Caple 142ff.; Stöckl 2015b). 
The paper demonstrates that image-centrality in news stories takes different generic forms and 
comes in different multimodal patterns, reflecting various journalistic/media cultures. ■
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Claudia Elena Stoian
Multimodality in Tourism Websites: The Interplay of Language and Image

Systemic Functional Linguistics | multimodality | tourism websites | culture | promotion

The discourse of tourism has been thoroughly studied from a Systemic Functional perspective. 
Recently, the focus has shifted from paper to online media (Francesconi 2014; Hiippala 2015; 
Kaltenbacher forthcoming). The present study looks at several tourism websites belonging to 
different countries (Great Britain, Spain and Romania). Mainly, it analyses and compares some 
of their webpages, paying special attention to the way language and image combine together into 
a multimodal act. Within the Systemic Functional Theory, namely, Halliday (1985, 1994), Halliday 
and Matthiessen (2004) and Kress and van Leeuwen (1996, 2006), the language and image of the 
webpages have been analysed both as individual modes and as multimodal acts. 
The findings indicate three main patterns in the way the tourist websites communicate their messages 
as multimodal acts. Regardless of these patterns, the multimodal act has an informative function, 
presenting verbally and illustrating visually. Its layout is usually traditional, as typical for paper media; 
in very few cases, it is replaced by a more modern and up-to-date one. The main patterns found 
present the interplay between text and image as complementary; verbally or visually dominating; or, 
unexpectedly, as contradictory. The different interplays seem to be related to the countries studied, 
suggesting possible different cultural communication styles (Hall 2000). This can show that not only 
language and image, as separate modes, depend on culture, but also the multimodal act per se is 
culturally sensitive. 
The study highlights, thus, the need of tourism discourse to update to online media, seen not only 
as a channel of communication, but also as a way of expressing and organizing information. In 
other words, tourist websites should consider the relevance of communicating coherently in various 
modes and of arranging information modernly. In addition, more attention should be paid to cultural 
aspects in the composition of multimodal online acts. ■
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Christopher Taylor
Audio Description and Museums 

audio description | multimodality | museums | translation

A number of specific features of the audio description (AD) process, the method used to provide 
access to media products principally for the blind and sight-impaired community, have already 
been posited as justification for the labelling of AD as a genre in its own right (Taylor, 2015). Such 
features have been identified particularly in the audio description of films and television programmes 
(Maszerowska, Matamala and Orero, 2014) where the focus was on linguistic and pragmatic pers-
pectives, questions of cohesion and coherence, and intertextuality. Current research related to this 
paper has extended the study of the AD genre to museums and art galleries, thus wedding AD to the 
multimodal work of O’Toole, Kress and van Leeuwen, etc. 
The limited amount of work conducted so far on the audio description of art and the three-dimensional 
world of museums show how the old formulae of traditional museum presentations have mutated 
as such institutions become more ’hands-on’, and how audio description has produced further 
manipulation of the texts associated with presentation. Examples will be taken from traditional 
sources such as the British Museum and the Archeological Museum in Ferrara, Italy, thus bringing the 

question of multilingualism and translation into the discussion. More recent examples include those 
relating to developments around Ground-Zero in New York, in which AD brings together elements of 
journalism, advertising, history and art. ■
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Chiao-I Tseng | Janina Wildfeuer
Boundary Breaking: Towards the Textual Logic of Media Convergence

multimodality | media convergence | textual analysis | genre

The phenomenon of media convergence has now been described for more than a decade, mostly 
with regard to technological, industrial or marketing aspects and focusing on cultural and social 
influences as well as aesthetic and economic reconfigurations of certain media genres and products. 
However, their textual structures, i.e. both the logic of constructing meaning out of the immense 
variety of semiotic resources inherent to each artefact as well as their convergence and adaptations 
to and across various text types, have rarely been of particular interest in this context. 
This paper, in contrast, aims to explore these textual structures and their semiotic and meaning-
making patterns in further detail with particular regard to their viability for various kinds of media 
texts. Methodologically, we apply the multimodal analytical methods of character developments and 
discourse structures to examining the three neighboring entertainment media: films, TV series and 
comics. 
More specifically, this talk will address the two main questions: 
1 How are semiotic resources transferred from one medium into the other and how are the textual 

artefacts profiting from this transfer textually and discursively, i.e. how do certain media types 
share similar meaning-making patterns and narrative structures? 

2 How do our cross-media textual comparisons shed some light on the perennial issue of genre? In 
particular, how are genres categories that surpass the media boundaries? 

Finally, we conclude the presentation by giving further thoughts to the contribution of this multimodal 
approach to future directions in empirical media studies. ■
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Monica Turci
The Journey of a Genre: From Travel Writing, to the Tourist Guide, and to the Web 2.0

tourist discourse | tourist genres | the internet and tourist discourse

This paper explores the development of tourist discourse from the first travelogues to the era of 
the internet. It is no exaggeration to say - and it has indeed been noted (see S. Francesconi 2012) 
- that the internet and, more crucially, the web 2.0 (also known as living or participatory web) have 
revolutionized tourist discourse as well as the social and communicative roles of those involved (see 
G. Dann 2007 and 2012). The aim of this paper is to explore these changes through a case study 
that focuses on a corpus of texts belonging to different genres of tourist discourse on the Italian city 
of Bologna. In the English speaking world, references to Bologna, not unlike more famous tourist 
destinations in Italy, can be found in early travelogues, such as Charles Dicken‘s Pictures from Italy 
(1812- 1817), in the most popular tourist guides, in tourist web-sites and travel blogs. 
Analysis of this corpus combines a quantitative and a qualitative methodological approach (see 
G. Thompson and S. Hunston eds 2006). A quantitative analysis with ParaConc concordancer will 
compare and contrast keywords in texts belonging to different tourist genres and media. Selected 
examples of keywords will also be compared through a qualitative analysis using a SFL grammatical 
approach. 
Results of this analysis are predicted to show that in the age of the internet tourist discourse is poised 
between a virtual journey into the future towards new genres and forms of communication, and one 
into the past towards a re-visitation of the early genre of the travelogue. 
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Rachel Whittaker | Anne McCabe
Eliciting and Analyzing Cognitive Discourse Functions in Bilingual Education

cognitive discourse functions | CLIL discourse | pedagogy

The implementation of the bilingual schools programs in Spain has led to research into and debate 
about the degree to which school children both learn the content of the subject area and improve in 
their foreign language abilities. This paper presents the early stages of work aimed at capturing an 
integrated view of CLIL (content-and-language-integrated-learning) students‘ ability, continuing the 
work by Llinares et al (2012). The linguistic model underpinning the analysis of students’ spoken and 
written production from subjects taught in English and in Spanish in bilingual schools in Madrid is that 
of Systemic Functional Linguistics. SFL has proven to be highly fruitful in describing the specific way 
that language is used to construct subjects in school contexts (Christie & Derewianka 2008; Christie 
& Martin 1997; Schleppegrell 2004; inter alia), given its focus on meaning in context. As children 
learn to use language to construct subject-specific meanings, they are simultaneously both learning 
language and learning content through language (Halliday, 1993). 
In order to operationalize the non-linguistic knowledge that the students express, we draw on 
Cognitive Discourse Functions (Beacco 2010; Dalton-Puffer 2013; Vollmer 2010, 2012), which have 
been proposed as basic to the operations involved in learning. We describe the rationale and design 
of prompts triggering different functions for data collection, resulting in a spoken and written corpus 
from three classes at the end of Primary School in a Bilingual State School. Our analysis aims at 
providing the contours of the metafunctional profiles of the cognitive discourse functions in terms of 
their typical lexicogrammatical patterns. This analysis complements SFL research into the discourse 
semantics of genres and phases (Rose & Martin 2012; Martin & Rose 2008), and provides further 
direction for the ways in which subject teachers can help scaffold students through the language they 
use into the needed cognitive discourse functions. ■
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Bill Winser | John Walsh
Text and Image in Material Produced by One School Student: 
A Preliminary Longitudinal Study of the Development of Writing

media | text | writing development | school learning

This paper reports preliminary findings from a case study of one student’s entire archived written 
output across ten years, at a Steiner school in South Australia. We present a descriptive conspectus 
of the data from the primary school period with focus on the multimodal nature of the data. Our focus 
here is the written texts and images from the third and sixth year of school. SFL has examined school 
writing (Martin and Rose, 2012), as well as writing development (Christie and Derewianka, 2008). 
Our paper contributes by documenting part of one learner‘s entire writing portfolio. 
The texts from the third year period are minimal in proportion to image, and are always accompanied 
by images that are realist, fantasy or decorative. Language is used for stories and to label pictures 
and in the case of music is highly technical. Other images include mathematical schemata, graphs 
and scientific diagrams. The sixth year written language comprises narratives, reports, poems, 
explanations and imaginative descriptions, and constitutes a much larger proportion of the material 
than image. Technicality is increased, and graphs, tables and mathematical diagrams are common. 
Our long term aim is to apply the analytic resources of SFL to understand the trajectory of writing 

development of this learner. We are at the preliminary stages of investigation and present this paper 
as research in progress. This analysis may contribute to our understanding of the process of school 
writing as it is based in authentic data from one learner from all her years of schooling. ■
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Winfred Wenhui Xuan
An Exploratory Study of Interpersonal Meaning-making 
in Adolescent Chinese EFL Learners’ Letter Writing: An Appraisal Analysis

Systemic Functional Linguistics | Chinese EFL learners | Appraisal Theory | 
adolescent L2 writing | second language acquisition | longitudinal study

Adopting the Appraisal framework (Martin & White, 2005) from systemic functional linguistics 
(Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004; 2013), the present study aims to investigate how secondary three 
Chinese EFL learners’ deploy attitudinal resources (Affect, Judgment and Appreciation) in their letter 
writing to instantiate their interpersonal meaning potential. A class of 50 secondary three students 
(equal to Grade 9 in the US system) from Guangzhou, China, is chosen as participants. Data is from 
the two letter writing tasks written by the participants throughout the yearlong study. The analytical 
framework is consisted of Affect, Judgment and Appreciation, together with their subcategories. 
Through quantitative and qualitative analysis, the present study reveals that registerial differences in 
the deployment of attitudinal resources are observed. Moreover, Judgment is found to be the most 
dominant Appraisal resource in construing learners’ interpersonal meaning potential, while Affect and 
Appreciation are utilized less frequently. Results also demonstrate that Appraisal could be leveraged 
as a framework for developing rubrics for assessing EFL learners’ interpersonal meaning making. 
The present study also sheds light onto adolescent EFL writing curriculum design and pedagogy 
innovation in China. ■
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